
CITY OF BEAUFORT
1911 BOUNDARY STREET

BEAUFORT MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29902

(843) 525-7070
CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

March 30, 2021

STATEMENT OF MEDIA NOTIFICATION

"In accordance with South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, all local
media was duly notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting."  

SPECIAL REGULAR MEETING - Electronic Meeting - 7:00 PM

Please note, this meeting will be conducted electronically via Zoom and
broadcasted via livestream on Facebook. You can view the meeting live via
Facebook at the City's page City Beaufort SC.
I. CALL TO ORDER

A. Stephen D. Murray III, Mayor

II. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A. Phil Cromer, Interim Mayor Pro Tem

III. CITY COUNCIL ORGANIZATION

A. Mayor Pro Tem Nomination

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

V. MINUTES

A. Worksession and Regular Meeting - March 9, 2021

VI. NEW BUSINESS

A. Request for Co-Sponsorship from Lowcountry Wind Symphony for use of Waterfront
Park for Spring Concert on Saturday May 1, 2021

B. Request for Waiver of Alcohol Ordinance from Beaufort Power Squadron for the
America’s Boating Club District Annual Dinner Meeting, Friday, April 23, 2021 at the
Waterfront Pavilion

C. Request from Beaufort Water Festival for use of the Waterfront Park, street closures,
sale of alcohol, use of seawall, day dock, waiver of noise ordinance and Co-
Sponsorship for Opening Ceremonies for Water Festival 2021, July 16-25, 2021

D. Extension of emergency ordinance requiring individuals to wear face coverings in certain
circumstances and locations in the Municipal limits of the City of Beaufort.

VII. REPORTS

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89130689275?pwd=M3hPMHNBSUVmUVdmN0dsQTJWYnBvUT09
Passcode: 007271         Meeting ID 891 3068 9275     Phone In 1-929-205-6099 



City Manager's Report
Mayor Report
Reports by Council Members

VIII.ADJOURN
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PO Box 1526 | Bluffton, SC 29910 | info@lowcountrywindsymphony.com 
501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization 

 

 

LWS Pops Spring Concert May 1, 2021 
March 23, 2021 
 

To the Beaufort City Council, 

The Lowcountry Wind Symphony directed by Donald Jemella, was established in the Lowcountry areas 
of Beaufort, Bluffton and Hilton Head Island (HHI) in the fall of 2014 and began rehearsing in Beaufort 
that year. Our first performance was a joint concert with the Beaufort High School Band and the Parris 
Island Marine Band in May 2015 at the Beaufort High School Performing Arts Center.  

Our 60 musicians are from Beaufort, Bluffton and the HHI area and come from all professions, as well 
as age groups. We are professionals still working, retirees, as well as youth from the area. All of our 
staff and musicians are not paid. We rely solely on the generous contributions from our donors and 
audience to sustain our operations. 

Our organization is registered as a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit corporation with the federal government and we 
are registered with the state of South Carolina as a non-profit corporation. 

In 2020 we started a LWS music scholarship award program for Beaufort and Jasper County high 
school students aspiring to study music as a college major. We are proud to have awarded (2) 
scholarships for the 2020-2021 academic year to a senior from Beaufort High School and a senior from 
the Governor’s School, from the Bluffton area.  

Since our initial concert in May of 2015 in Beaufort, we have performed a total of 28 concerts in the 
Beaufort, Bluffton and Hilton Head areas in the years 2015-2020. We are proud of our Beaufort home 
and consider Beaufort our ‘home field’.  

In March 2020, our performance season ended early when the Covid-19 Pandemic came upon us. Our 
musicians have not been able to rehearse together due to Covid - 19 restrictions until recently. 

We would like to give back to the community by presenting a ‘Pops’ concert, free to the public at the 
Chambers Park pavilion and green on May 1st at 4 PM. The music selections will include the 
performance of 4 ensembles, including a Brass ensemble, Woodwind ensemble, Mixed ensemble and a 
Dixieland Jazz Ensemble. 

We humbly ask the Beaufort City Council support in co-sponsoring this free public concert through the 
waiving of rental fees for the pavilion, green #1 and electronic hook up for May 1st from 2 PM to 6 PM. 

 

Cordially, 

 

George A. Smedley 

Lowcountry Wind Symphony 

Treasurer, LWS Board Member 

Trumpet Section Lead 

mailto:info@lowcountrywindsymphony.com
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TO:  William Prokop, City Manager   
  
FROM:    Linda Roper, Dir. Downtown Operations & Community Service 
 
DATE:   March 24, 2021 
  
SUBJECT: Request for waiver of City’s alcohol ordinance– America’s Boating Club 

District meeting dinner event April 23, 2021 
Henry C Chambers Waterfront Park Pavilion 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On behalf of the Beaufort Sail & Power Squadron, we are requesting the City’s open 
container for alcoholic beverages ordinance be waived so that the contracted caterer 
for their dinner event can serve beer and wine to participants.  The caterer is fully 
licensed and insured as is the organization hosting the event.  Additionally, the 
organizers will be contracting with Beaufort Police Department for an off-duty officer to 
be present during the event to ensure all protocols and safety measures are in place and 
enforced during the event which will run from 5-9pm. 
 
The request is being made with the understanding and agreement that if approved, the 
City reserves the right to rescind or modify the terms of the request and or approval as 
they deem necessary due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
 
ldr 
 
  
 
 
 



CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 3/24/2021
FROM: Linda Roper, Downtown Operations and Community Services Director

AGENDA ITEM
TITLE:

Request from Beaufort Water Festival for use of the Waterfront Park, street closures,
sale of alcohol, use of seawall, day dock, waiver of noise ordinance and Co-
Sponsorship for Opening Ceremonies for Water Festival 2021, July 16-25, 2021

MEETING
DATE: 3/30/2021

DEPARTMENT: Downtown Operations

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Action

REMARKS:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
Request Backup Material 3/24/2021



 

March 24, 2021 

City of Beaufort 
Attn: Bill Prokop, City Manager 
1911 Boundary Street 
Beaufort, SC 29902 
 

Dear Mr. Prokop, 

The Beaufort Water Festival would like to thank the Mayor and City Council for 

their continued support of our Annual Festival.  We appreciate your support 

along with your staff to help us with all of the logistics needed to utilize the park 

and the police services. Our relationship is strong and we continue to be a good 

partner and engage actively in promoting Beaufort.  

We request the utilization of the Henry C. Chambers Waterfront Park for the 

65th Annual Beaufort Water Festival, from set-up on Tuesday, July 13th through 

close-down on Monday, July 26th, 2021. The application (and deposit) for the 

use of the park on those dates has been submitted.  

The following are requests for use, permissions, and waivers necessary to the 

logistical and safety purposes of the Festival: 

1. Request permission to place a mobile home headquarters at the 

Downtown Marina restroom area and a mobile home on Freedom Park 

as law enforcement headquarters. Placement will be from 7:00 AM July 

9, 2019 and removal by 8:00 AM July 23, 2019. In the event of severe 

weather (hurricane) these will be removed from the Downtown Marina 

in Beaufort. (If needed)  

2. Request closure of Waterfront Park seawall with exception of safety 

water event vessels, from July 16-25, 2021. 

3. Request permission to erect temporary signage at the intersection of 

Ribaut and Bay and on Highway 170 pending utility inspection and 

approval from the Open Land Trust. 



 

4. Request permission to install temporary power service in several 

locations subject to building code inspection.  

 

5. Request permission to erect surface mounted and/or electric sign(s) 

near pavilion to showcase sponsors.  

 

6. Request waiver of noise limitation ordinance from July 16-25, 2021.  

 

7. Request sole permitting authority for concessionaires in the park from 

July 16-25, 2021.  Water Festival will act as the sole agent for 

concessionaires during this time frame to determine fee amounts, 

types, and method of sale for all types of concessions to be marketed.  

 

8. Request a waiver of the City Code prohibiting placement of banners, 

ribbons and similar devices for July 16-25, 2021. 

 

9. Request closure of Charles Street Extension to public traffic for loading, 

unloading and emergency egress of safety personnel for July 15-25, 

2021.  

 

10. Request permission to sell alcoholic beverages during the Beaufort 

Water Festival. We have applied to the State of SC for a permit and a 

license for that time frame. Water Festival will not sell alcoholic 

beverages on either Sunday of the Festival.  

 

11. Request closure of Bay Street from Bladen to Newcastle during the 

hours of 4:30PM to 6:30PM on Friday, July 23, 2021, to conduct the 

annual bed races.  

 

12. Request parade permit for Saturday, July 24, 2021.  Parade times will be 

from 10:00AM to 12:00PM. The parade route will follow Boundary to 

Carteret to Bay and conclude at the corner of Bladen and the old 



 

Federal Courthouse. 

 

13. The Water Festival is in negotiations with our safety partners, Police, 

Fire/Rescue, EMS and SP+ to ensure all of our guests are safe at all times 

while visiting the Waterfront Park during our events. 

 

14. We are requesting the City’s continued sponsorship of our fireworks 

display, in the amount of seven thousand five hundred dollars 

($7500.00) credited towards our invoice from the City. In addition, as 

part of the sponsorship, we are requesting a waver of one half (50%) of 

the park rental fee.  

As in the past, we will participate with all of your departments in a 

cooperative discussion of the requests listed.  Any changes and/or 

modification will be subject to your approval.   

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance in putting on another 

safe and memorable Water Festival. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Erin “Tank” Morris 

Commodore 

      65th Annual Beaufort Water Festival 
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EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 2020-____ 

 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO REQUIRING INDIVIDUALS TO WEAR FACE 

COVERINGS IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES AND LOCATIONS IN THE 

MUNICIPAL LIMITS OF THE CITY OF BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE  

 

 WHEREAS, it is well recognized the SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the disease 

COVID-19, presents a public health concern that requires extraordinary protective measures and 

vigilance; and, 

 WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of South Carolina Henry 

McMaster declared a State of Emergency for the State of South Carolina; and, 

 WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Beaufort Mayor Billy Keyserling , under his authority , 

declared that a State of Emergency exists throughout the City as a result of impacts arising from 

the COVID-19 pandemic; and, 

 WHEREAS, reported COVID-19 daily cases are on the rise in both Beaufort County and the 

State of South Carolina; and  

 WHEREAS, on March 23, 2021 the State of Emergency still exists in State of South Carolina 

and the City of Beaufort;  the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) and South 

Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (“SCDHEC”) have advised the use of 

cloth or other types face coverings to slow the spread of COVID-19; and 

 WHEREAS,  the CDC and SCDHEC recommend taking measures to control the spread of 

COVID-19  such as wearing cloth or other types of face coverings, both of which limit the spread of 

COVID-19 in our communities and reduce the  demand on the local the health care delivery system; 

and 

 WHEREAS, there are currently large numbers of people who patronize grocery stores, 

pharmacies, restaurants, retail establishments and other businesses open to the public within the 

municipal limits of the City; and 

 WHEREAS, public reporting and other sources reveal that the advice from the Centers for 

Disease Control and SCDHEC encouraging the wearing of cloth or other types of face coverings is 

not being widely followed within the municipal limits of the City; and   

 WHEREAS, in order to protect, preserve, and promote the general health, safety, welfare, 

and the peace and order of the community, the City has and will continue to take steps to try and 

protect the citizens, employers, and employees within the City from an increased risk of exposure to 

and transmission of COVID-19 ; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City has received a strong message from the medical community, that unless 

citizens curb the rising spread of COVID-19 through wearing facemasks and following social 

distancing protocol, established by the CDC, community medical facilities could be faced with more 

patients than any one institution can accommodate, and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds it is necessary and in the best interest of the City and 

its citizens that an Emergency  Ordinance   requiring the wearing of cloth  or other types of face 
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coverings in certain circumstances be adopted by the City Council, and that it be put into 

immediate effect; and 

 WHEREAS, City Council may, by majority vote of those members present, adopt 

emergency ordinances as are authorized and limited by S. C. Code Ann. §5-7-250(d)(Supp. 2019), 

during this State of Emergency. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND  ORDAINED  BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA, DULY ASSEMBLED 

AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE SAME, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. For the purpose of this Ordinance, a “Face Covering” is a cloth or other type of masking 

device that covers the wearer’s nose and mouth. 

 

2. All persons entering any building open to the public in the City must wear a face covering 

while inside the building. 

 

3. All restaurants, retail establishments of every description, salons, grocery stores, and 

pharmacies in the municipal limits of the City shall require their employees to wear a Face 

Covering at all times that the employees are in any area where the general public is allowed 

or when the employees must be in close proximity to one another. This requirement also 

applies to all persons providing or utilizing public or commercial transportation, including 

tours; and all businesses or employees while interacting with people in outdoor spaces, 

including, but not limited to, curbside pickup, delivery, and service calls. 

 

4. The following individuals are exempt from this Ordinance: any person who is unable to safely 

wear a Face Covering due to age or an underlying health condition, or who is unable to remove 

the Face Covering without the assistance of others; and any person traveling in a personal 

vehicle, or when a person is alone or is in the presence of only household members in an 

enclosed space, and people who are actively drinking or eating.  This Ordinance does not 

relieve business establishments and restaurants from other social distancing requirements 

impose by the Governor’s Executive Orders. 

 

5. Education and voluntary compliance are the desired means of enforcement.  However, any 

person who, after being first duly warned, is found to have violated any mandatory provision 

of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a of a civil infraction, and shall be subject to a 

Civil Summons punishable by a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00). Police officials, or a City 

representative appointed by the City Manager, shall be authorized to issue such a Summons 

for violations personally witnessed.   

 

6. Repeated violations of this Ordinance at any business or establishment that is subject to 

this Ordinance is hereby declared a nuisance, and the City may seek a restraining order, 

preliminary injunction, permanent injunction or any other means authorized under the 

Laws of the State of South Carolina to abate the nuisance.  The City may also seek 

suspension or revocation of the business license issued by the City to any business or 

establishment where repeated violations of the Ordinance occur, under the authority of 

the City Code of Ordinances. 
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7, With the exception of their own employees, owners or lease holders of buildings open to 

the   public shall  not have responsibility for enforcing the above requirements, but shall 

post conspicuous signage at all entrances informing its patrons of the requirements of this 

Ordinance. 

 

8. Should any provision, section, paragraph, sentence, or word of this Ordinance be rendered or 

declared invalid by any final court action in a court of competent jurisdiction or by reason of 

any preemptive legislation, the remaining provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences, or 

words of this Ordinance as hereby adopted shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

9. This Ordinance becomes effective at 11:59pm March 30, 2021, upon adoption by City of 

Beaufort Council, and will be extended through April 30, 2021 (31 days) or expire upon the 

Thirty First day following adoption or the end of the State of Emergency in the City of 

Beaufort, whichever occurs first. 

 

MOVED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED AS AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 

THIS 30TH DAY OF MARCH 2021. 

 

      _________________________________ 

      STEPHEN D. MURRAY III, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

By: ___________________________________ 

TRACI GULDNER, CITY CLERK  

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

WILLIAM B. HARVEY, CITY ATTORNEY 
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