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A work session meeting of the Beaufort City Council was held on March 13, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Beaufort Municipal Complex, 1901 Boundary Street. In attendance were Mayor Billy 
Keyserling, Council members Donnie Ann Beer, George O’Kelley, Mike Sutton, and Mike McFee 
and City Manager Scott Dadson. 
 
In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d) as amended, all 
local media were duly notified of the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting. 
 
Mayor Keyserling called the work session to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS INTERVIEW 
Brian Franklin was interviewed for a position on the Design Review Board.  
 
CO DETECTOR ORDINANCE PROPOSAL 
Libby Anderson said the building official is recommending that CO detectors be installed in new 
residential construction with attached garages and gas appliances, and that they be retrofitted 
in some renovations of existing residential structures. Ms. Anderson went on to discuss the 
responses, both pro and con, that she had received from builders. There was general discussion 
about the builders’ responses among council.  
 
Councilman Sutton said the current threshold is left up to the judgment of the codes official. He 
said he hasn’t been able to determine what the IBC standards are. He asked Ms. Anderson if 
she has information on what the IBC says. Ms. Anderson said this is for residential building only, 
and she believes the language was taken from the 2009 code. Councilman Sutton said he 
supports the direction of new construction, but the modification issue could entail a debate 
with the codes official depending on the types of appliances installed.  
 
Ms. Anderson said if new construction makes sense, but they’re not sure about doing it in 
existing buildings, they can do that. Councilman O’Kelley quoted the number of fatalities from 
CO as .2242 per million per residence per year which is not high. Councilman Sutton said he 
thinks with any attached garage there should be a CO detector.  
 
Councilman Sutton said among contractors, the trend is away from gas, even for cooking. 
Mayor Keyserling said forgetting to open the flue on a gas fireplace can create a problem, too. 
He summarized that the consensus seemed to be yes on new construction with attached 
garages and not on renovations. Ms. Anderson said she would rework the language with the 
building codes director, and it would be brought back to council for a first reading.  
 
CITY COUNCIL WORK PLAN 
Mayor Keyserling said he and Mr. Dadson had spoken with Camille Miller, the retreat 
facilitator, and she had sent some direction to help simplify what had been developed at the 
council retreat. The way work sessions are run, and parking issues on and around Carteret 
Street are among the priorities, he said. Mayor Keyserling said there’s no management on 
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Carteret Street beyond Craven Street and suggested there might need to be more 
management. Mr. Dadson said the issue is how to organize the work plan to create priorities 
and then get them “into your routine.” Last year, for example, he said council wanted a 
communication effort, and that’s why now at one work session a member of the Planning 
Commission and the Redevelopment Commission come to meet with council. They need to 
determine how the work they want to do can be managed and organized as part of their work 
life.  
 
Mr. Dadson said council speaks with “very much of the same tongue” and communicate well, 
but they also have a lot going on and don’t want to miss important matters. Mayor Keyserling 
said council also needs to be inclusive of all the council’s members.  
 
Mayor Keyserling said they had discussed with Ms. Miller how to judge “where we are” in 
regard to Bladen or Duke Streets, for example. Mayor Keyserling said the problem is that “there 
are so many players.” So they discussed divvying up the matters that they want to keep tabs on: 
Councilman Sutton could take “the horizontal projects” and see what’s happening, and then 
report to council.  
 
Councilman Sutton said they don’t need a war room. They can be less formal in the work 
session environment, and he would like to have the top projects charts on the walls of the 
council meeting room. Councilman Sutton said Mr. Dadson and staff can then review where 
projects stand and who’s working on them. Mr. Dadson said in the retreat, council had this sort 
of material around them. They need to keep things in front of them; they can do it physically, 
by agenda, and by assignment. Mayor Keyserling said he likes all three methods.  
 
Councilman Sutton said the framed Sector One renderings hanging in the room will be nice, but 
he would like to see active charts about specific projects. Mr. Dadson said note pads and status 
reports can be integrated as well. Mayor Keyserling said he agrees with Councilman Sutton that 
they need monthly status reports / updates on who’s working on what, e.g., the 
Redevelopment Commission is working on X, Y, and Z and each month there will be a sentence 
on what, if any, action is taking place. A discussion followed about Southside Park and its status, 
by way of example.  
 
Mayor Keyserling said the Beautify Beaufort effort is an indicator that if council says, for 
example, that they want a dog park and tell people and groups to do it, it can get done. Mr. 
Dadson summarized the ideas for spreading the work load that can be done, and how it can be 
kept in front of council, and then how staff supports that. Council members should determine 
which area they want to cover and then what they need to know from staff to do so.  
 
Mayor Keyserling said in regard to the satisfaction survey, he told Ms. Miller that a thin line is 
walked between council’s job and staff’s. Mr. Dadson said council can determine what the best 
things are to have in the various quarterly reports that council receives. Mayor Keyserling said 
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he had recalled a number of things in the course of this conversation that had “fallen off (his) 
dashboard.”  
 
There was discussion of how to determine what should be covered in work sessions. Mr. 
Dadson said each council member should choose and make a list of his/her top five things to 
discuss and then staff will schedule those in and get it to council. 
 

 Accommodations Tax guidelines 

 Parking – extended the managed areas of it 

 Utility company issues in regard to power poles, where TB is, etc. 

 Street lighting status report – power banks, banner placement 

 Highway 21 – Highway 170 intersection 

 Baby BS 

 BS project update 

 Mooring field and harbor management update 

 Update on public crosswalks 

 Bladen, Prince, and Duke Streets projects 

 Horse Trough Park 

 Update on city-owned props 

 Business licenses 

 Southside Park 

 Updates on all county parks  

 OLT in regard to park acquisition and de-acquisition 

 Rail to Trail update 

 Economic development / City building  

 Work flows and how to measure and categorize  
 
There was general discussion about the ideal presentation of this information for council’s 
purposes. Mayor Keyserling said the city is in good financial shape and every member of council 
can tell anyone in what direction the city is headed.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
On motion of Councilwoman Beer, seconded by Councilman McFee, council voted to move 
into Executive Session pursuant to Title 30, Chapter 4, Section 70(a) (2) of the South Carolina 
Code of Laws to discuss contractual agreements and financing options. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Beer, seconded by Councilman O’Kelley, made a motion to come out of 
executive session and resume the work session. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the work session ended at 6:35 p.m.
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A regular meeting of the Beaufort City Council was held on March 13, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Beaufort Municipal Complex, 1901 Boundary Street. In attendance were Mayor Billy Keyserling, 
Council members Donnie Ann Beer, George O’Kelley, Mike Sutton, and Mike McFee and City 
Manager Scott Dadson.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The invocation was led by Councilwoman Beer, and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by the 
mayor. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the work session and regular meeting on February 28, 2012 were presented to 
council for review. On motion by Councilwoman Beer, second by Councilman McFee, council 
voted to approve the minutes as submitted. The motion passed 4-0, with one abstention, 
because Councilman O’Kelley was not present at the meeting. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF MARCH 12-18, 2012 AS MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS AWARENESS WEEK 
Councilwoman Beer read the resolution. There was no one present to accept it. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF MARCH AS DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH 
Councilwoman Beer read the resolution. Grace and Beth Dennis accepted the proclamation 
from Mayor Keyserling and thanked council for their support.  
 
PROCLAMATION OF MARCH AS AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH 
Councilwoman Beer read the resolution. Candace Fritz accepted the proclamation from Mayor 
Keyserling and thanked council for their support. 
 
REQUESTS FROM MAIN STREET BEAUFORT FOR STREET CLOSURES, ALLOW OPEN CONTAINER, 
AND USE OF PARKING SPACES BY CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND FOR ANNUAL A TASTE OF 
BEAUFORT EVENT  
Councilwoman Beer, second by Councilman McFee, made a motion to approve the request 
for the event slated for May 4 & 5, 2012 in the Waterfront Park. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FROM THE BAPTIST CHURCH OF BEAUFORT TO HOLD A RIVER 
BAPTISM  
Councilwoman Beer, second by Councilman O’Kelley, made a motion to approve the request 
for the event slated for May 20,  2012 at the Waterfront Park boat ramp. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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STREET CLOSURE REQUEST FROM HISTORIC BEAUFORT FOUNDATION FOR ANNUAL 
LAFAYETTE SOIREE 
Councilwoman Beer, second by Councilman McFee, made a motion to approve the request 
for the event slated for the April 28, 2012. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST FOR ANNUAL MEMORIAL CYCLING CLASSIC EVENT  
Councilman McFee, second by Councilman O’Kelley, made a motion to approve the request 
for the event slated for May 1, 2012. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Councilman McFee said that at the last Redevelopment Commission meeting there was an 
excellent presentation by the Spanish Point Rail Trail committee, and there is “lots of activity.”  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
On motion of Councilwoman Beer, seconded by Councilman O’Kelley, council voted to move 
back into Executive Session pursuant to Title 30, Chapter 4, Section 70(a) (2) of the South 
Carolina Code of Laws to continue discussion of contractual agreements and financing 
options. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Beer, seconded by Councilman McFee, made a motion to come out of 
executive session and resume the regular council meeting. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before City Council, Councilman Sutton made a 
motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman O’Kelley. The motion was approved 
unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST:  ________________________________________ 
  IVETTE BURGESS, CITY CLERK 


