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A special meeting of Beaufort City Council was held on February 16, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
City Hall Planning Conference Room, 1911 Boundary Street. In attendance were Mayor Pro Tem 
Mike McFee and council members George O’Kelley, Stephen Murray and Phil Cromer, and Bill 
Prokop, city manager. Mayor Billy Keyserling was absent. 
 
In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d) as amended, all 
local media were duly notified of the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem McFee called the special meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Councilman Murray 
made a motion to amend the agenda to allow public comment at the beginning of the 
meeting. Councilman O’Kelley seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Kim Bonturi, 1305 Church Street, said there’s “a service alley” on “the side and back” of her 
property, and in the 11 years she’s owned her home, she has never used that area, though her 
neighbors have used She and one neighbor are “the only ones that still have that double-
fencing,” she said, while others have taken out the chain link fence, put structures in the alley 
area, etc.  
 
Ms. Bonturi believes this alley to be a city easement, based on a plat of the area that was done 
in 1954–55. When it became very overgrown and “a nuisance,” she “requested that the city 
maintain (its) property.” She said it took 13 months for her to get help. Among the emails she 
had received was one from Isaiah Smalls, the former Public Works director, who told her that it 
was impossible for the city to maintain all of its property; she said she had asked Libby 
Anderson for advice, as well. Ms. Bonturi said she’d “be happy to take the property over and 
maintain it myself.” 
 
Public Works came today, Ms. Bonturi said, to her next-door neighbor’s yard “and started 
putting up a panel fence through their property” without communicating with the neighbor or 
Ms. Bonturi beforehand. She came to council because she and that neighbor are interested in 
“getting it quitclaimed over to us.”  
 
Councilman O’Kelley asked if anyone knows for certain that it’s city property. Mr. Prokop said 
he, Lamar Taylor, and Bill Harvey had gone there a year ago, and “it was overgrown. Many of 
the neighbors did not want anything cut.” While he doesn’t know what happened this week, a 
year ago, “we had the contract to get the bush hogging done.” This service alley would give the 
city a right-of-way, “should other areas be developed,” Mr. Prokop said. “And it was legal 
advice that we not sell it, but that we maintain it.” He said Ms. Bonturi’s neighbors don’t all 
have “common interest” in having the city trim back the overgrowth.  
 
Councilman O’Kelley said he’s concerned that, though it’s platted and shown to be a service 
alley, “if it wasn’t dedicated, and the city didn’t accept it, then it’s not city property.” He gave 
the example of a road in Pigeon Point that is platted but “never was a real road.” Mr. Prokop 
said Mr. Harvey had researched the ownership last year, and off the street near Ms. Bonturi’s 
house, there is a right-of-way. 
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Councilman O’Kelley asked Robbie Anderson of Public Works about the fencing Ms. Bonturi 
had mentioned. Ms. Anderson said it was “leftover living fence.” There was a complaint that 
“we didn’t have access to clear behind these houses,” she said. Ms. Bonturi said the city does 
have access because Public Works has “cleared the [service alley] property 4 or 5 times.” Ms. 
Anderson said they had tried to clear it the previous week, but had to “take down makeshift 
fencing” people in the neighborhood had put up in the service alley. She drew a sketch to show 
how it runs behind the houses in the neighborhood, and where some of Ms. Bonturi’s 
neighbors have put up fences “all the way through . . . the easement,” Ms. Anderson said, so 
Public Works can’t get through them to access and clear all of it.  
 
While there’s clearly an easement of some kind, Councilman O’Kelley said, he wants to be 
certain that the city owns this land. If it is city property, he said, the city could make people take 
their fences off its land. Mr. Prokop said if it’s not city property, “then it’s not our responsibility 
to take care of it.” 
 
Ms. Bonturi asked about “adverse possession,” and Councilman O’Kelley told her that it was 
illegal to adversely possess against a town, county, or state. Councilman Murray said more than 
a year ago, staff or council took the position that if such property were city-owned, the city 
would give the land to the residents to maintain, because it was of no value to the city. “But I 
think Planning has weighed in,” Councilman Murray said, with the idea that in the long-term, if 
the city “were to do . . . accessory dwellings on those lots, we might . . . put a gravel alley 
through there” for rear access to them.  
 
The easement is 15’ wide, Ms. Bonturi said. Councilman McFee said that’s big enough for the 
type of alley Councilman Murray had spoken of “if it’s one-way,” as alley’s are in Newpoint, for 
example. Councilman Murray suggested that Mr. Harvey should be asked to do a search to 
determine who owns the property – or he may already have that information – and then 
council should have a work session and invite “the neighbors, planning staff, and Public Works 
for a conversation” with council about what to do with the property. 
 
ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 
REFUNDING AND IMPROVEMENT BONDS OF 2016 
 Councilman Murray made a motion, second by Councilman Cromer, to approve the 
ordinance on second reading. Kathy Todd said nothing has changed since council’s first 
reading. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
AMENDING PART 8, CHAPTER 2 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADDRESS NEW AREA OF 
PAID PARKING AND TO AMEND ENFORCEMENT TIMES FOR LOADING ZONE PARKING 
Councilman Murray made a motion, second by Councilman O’Kelley, to approve the 
amendment to the ordinance on first reading. Linda Roper said this ordinance amendment is 
for the new parking lot at 500 Carteret Street, which will have kiosks for paid parking at 50 
cents an hour, and to extend loading zone hours from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Extending these hours 
had been overlooked when the other parking enforcement hours were changed. 
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Mr. Prokop said the parking committee is looking at fees for parking on Carteret and Scott 
Streets. Ms. Roper said there was discussion among members of the parking committee about 
extending paid parking up Carteret Street. She named the streets it could encompass and said 
that expanding paid parking means also expanding parking enforcement. The parking 
committee did not reach a consensus on the matter, preferring to table it. They have also 
determined a rate for employee parking, Ms. Roper said, which will be implemented when 
employee parking is established at the lot at 500 Carteret Street.  
 
Councilman Cromer asked if meters would be extended “up Carteret to 500 Carteret.” Ms. 
Roper said the parking committee had a lengthy agenda at its last meeting, and after 2 hours of 
discussion of other matters, they had decided to table that question. 
 
Councilman O’Kelley asked if monthly parking passes would be valid in the 500 Carteret Street 
lot. Ms. Roper said they would be allowed there, because the cost of the monthly hang tag will 
be a little higher than the tag for parking at 500 Carteret Street, so some feel that monthly hang 
tag holders should be able to park in the discounted lot. Councilman O’Kelley said he was asking 
because the “old Western Auto lot” is for sale, so he wants to know if those with monthly tags 
who are used to parking in that lot could park elsewhere if that lot is sold. Councilman Murray 
enumerated the places that monthly tag holders can park. Ms. Roper said the 8-hour meters on 
Craven Street are underutilized, but Park Beaufort is educating monthly parkers about where 
they can and can’t park.  
 
Councilman Murray asked when the 500 Carteret Street lot “cleared and ready to go for 
systemized parking.” Mr. Taylor said they would install the kiosk the following day, and they are 
meeting on Friday with Mr. Prokop to discuss “all the parking” in that lot, including for 
employees.  
 
Councilman Murray said he had thought paid parking on Carteret, Scott, and West Streets 
should be addressed, but now he thinks they should see how metered parking affects 
“unmetered, on-street” parking in The Point. Some people in The Point’s neighborhood 
association have concerns about that. Mr. Prokop said parking passes for residents of The Point 
are also on the parking committee’s agenda. Councilman Murray suggested getting input from 
representatives of The Point Association, which has broken the neighborhood into 3 zones, 
based on the impact of non-resident parking in each zone. Maxine Lutz asked that they seek 
input from the Old Commons neighborhood, too. Ms. Roper said the parking committee is still 
debating if non-resident parking is a problem on The Point, so she will talk to neighborhood 
representatives to ensure that everyone concerned is heard on this matter. 
 
Councilman McFee said increased infill development would mean more on-street parking and 
more pressure on availability. Mr. Prokop said the city loses money every day they don’t have 
paid parking in the 500 Carteret Street lot, and they’re not offering the employee parking that 
they had promised. It will also be a test to see if people will actually park there. Councilman 
McFee said signs would be important to this effort.  
 



Council special meeting 
February 16, 2016 

Page 4 

Ms. Lutz asked when loading zone parking enforcement starts. Ms. Roper said at 9:00 a.m.; 
earlier than that, any spot is used as a loading zone.  
 
Councilman Murray asked about the status of the meter change-out to permit the use of 
parking tokens. Alice Wallace said meter replacement has been done on Bay Street and on the 
side streets from Bay to Port Republic Street, but not every meter “going on north Port 
Republic” can accept tokens. She said she would eventually need permission to order more, if 
they want to replace all of “the older IPS meters that we’ve had all along.” Some of them have 
slots long enough to accept tokens, but others don’t. Originally, she said, the token program 
was planned for Bay Street, for use primarily by visitors. Councilman Murray asked if the tokens 
are “used that much.” Ms. Wallace said, yes – in the summer they have had as many as 200 
tokens in one collection.  
 
Parking tokens do not work in the kiosks, Ms. Wallace said; they could do a coupon program for 
those if they wanted to. Ms. Roper said “all of the prime spaces” take tokens now. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Pursuant to Title 30, Chapter 4, and Section 70 (a) (2) of the South Carolina Code of Law, 
Councilman O’Kelley made a motion, seconded by Councilman Murray, to enter into 
Executive Session for discussion of the proposed purchase of land and contractual matters. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Councilman O’Kelley made a motion, second by Councilman Murray, to adjourn the council 
Executive Session and resume the special meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Councilman O’Kelley made a motion, second by Councilman McFee, to adjourn the special 
meeting. The motion passed unanimously, and the special meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
 
 


