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 City of Beaufort Department of Planning and Development Services 
 
 M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 
TO:   Beaufort--Port Royal Metropolitan Planning Commission 
   
FROM: Libby Anderson, Planning Director  
 
DATE: December 8, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Revisions to Short Term Rental Ordinance 
==================================================================== 
 
The City’s short term rental (STR) ordinance was adopted in July 2011. The ordinance has been 
in effect for three years now, and staff and the Zoning Board of Appeals are recommending 
several changes.  
 
The first change is to require that short term rentals in residential districts be managed by a 
professional management company if the property owner lives outside the city. The Zoning 
Board of Appeals is recommending this change which staff supports. When the property owner 
lives out of the area, having the lawn service, cleaning service, or next door neighbor manage the 
rental and be responsible if there are any issues with the tenants is not acceptable. A 24/7 contact 
is needed. There are several professional management companies in the area that provide 
management services for short term rentals, and the ZBOA and staff feel a professional service is 
warranted for this activity. 
 
The second change is to eliminate the requirement for inspection of the STR before the business 
license is renewed. Our experience has shown that STRs are among the better maintained 
properties in a neighborhood, and that an inspection for basic items such as broken windows is 
not needed. 
 
The final changes are to add statements that a monitored fire alarm is required in all STRs, and 
that all businesses serving STR units, whether in residential or commercial zones, businesses 
such as lawn care, cleaning, etc., must have a City of Beaufort business license. These provisions 
are already in effect as part of the fire code and business license ordinance respectively, but staff 
feels it would be helpful to have these requirements in the list of conditions that we provide to 
potential applicants.  
 
The proposed changes would be implemented by revising Section 5.3.D, “Specific Use 
Standards; Commercial Uses,” paragraph 11, as shown below, with strikeout text indicating 
items are proposed to be deleted, and highlighted text indicating items to be added. 
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1.   Housing, Short Term Rental 

Short term rentals are permitted in all residential zoning districts with the 
exception of the Traditional Beaufort Residential District, The Point, or where 
prohibited by covenants.  Short term rental of the primary dwelling, or rental 
of an accessory dwelling unit on property where the property owner does not 
live on the premises, shall be by special exception subject to the standards 
shown below.  Short term rental of an accessory dwelling unit where the 
property where the property owner lives on the premises, and short term rental 
of any type of residential unit in a commercial district, shall be a conditional 
use subject to the standards shown below. 

 

a. A minimum 2-night stay is required; 

b. Adequate on-site parking is provided. Parking should be located to the 
side or rear of the dwelling (i.e., the front yard should not be used for 
parking).  Tenants should use the required on-site parking and not park 
in the street; 

c. A property management plan shall be developed and approved by the 
appropriate review authority. Failure to comply with the approved 
property management plan shall result in revocation of zoning 
approval; 

d. A professional property management firm shall be required to manage 
short term rental units in residential districts where the property owner 
lives outside the city limits 

e. No on-site signage shall be permitted; 

f. No pets shall be left outside unattended; 

g. An annual Safety Inspection shall be conducted before the Business 
License for the facility can be renewed; 

h. Short term rental units shall be provided with a monitored fire alarm 
system.  

i. The facility shall comply with all business license, revenue collection, 
and health laws of the City of Beaufort, Beaufort County, and the state 
of South Carolina;  

j. All businesses providing services to the short term rental unit such as 
lawn care and cleaning services, shall have a City of Beaufort business 
license. 

k. Approval of the use runs with the ownership of the property. 
 
 


