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CITY OF BEAUFORT 
HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD 
DEVELOPMENT DESIGN EXCEPTION 

Staff Report and Recommendations 
Meeting of April 09, 2014 

  
 
Case Number:  DE14-01     
Property Address:  301 Laurens Street 
Applicant:   Beekman Webb 
Type of Request:  Lot Area and Lot Width Exceptions 
Zoning:   TBR – The Point 
  
 
Background:  The property in question is located at 301 Laurens Street (R120 000 0579 0000).  
It is in The Point neighborhood (see attached Site Location Map). There is currently an existing 
house located on the southeast corner of the property. 
 
Request: The owner wishes to subdivide the lot in order to construct an additional house on the 
southwest corner.  
 
The builder is requesting two design exceptions: 

1. Lot area requirement – the minimum lot area in this zone is 6,000 SF.  The proposed lots 
are 4,740SF (a 21% deviation from the standard). 

2. Lot width requirement – the minimum lot width in this zone is 40’.  The proposed lots are 
50.5’ wide (a 16% deviation from the standard). 

 
Public comment:  Letters were sent to adjoining property owners on March 19. The property 
was posted on March 18.  The public hearing notice referencing this application appeared in the 
March 19 edition of The Beaufort Gazette.  Staff has received no public comments on this 
application as of the date of this writing. 
 
Staff findings:  Based on the information submitted with the application, staff has concluded the 
following: 
 

(1) Compatibility. In staff’s opinion, the proposed exception is appropriate for its 
location and compatible with the character of surrounding lands and the development 
permitted in the zoning district(s) of surrounding lands, and will not reduce property 
values of surrounding lands.  There are numerous lots in The Point, particularly in 
the vicinity of this property (311 and 313 Laurens Street), that are similar in frontage 
and area to this proposal. 

 
(2) Design does not have substantial adverse impact. In staff’s opinion, the proposed 

exception has no adverse effects including visual impacts on adjacent land and the 
proposed exception does not impose significant adverse impacts on surrounding 
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lands with regard to service delivery, parking, and does not create a nuisance.  Staff 
believes that it will have a positive impact as it will create a more complete 
streetscape on Laurens Street. 

 
(3) Consistency with Adopted Plans. Staff believes the proposed design exception will 

permit development that is in general conformity with the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan, Civic Master Plan, and other plans officially adopted by the City.  The City’s 
Comprehensive Plan encourages reinvestment in existing structures and 
appropriately infilling in established neighborhoods. 

 
Staff recommendation:  Staff believes it can be reasonably determined that there will be no 
significant negative impact upon residents of surrounding property or upon the general public by 
the approval of the design exception, and so staff recommends approval. 
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