A meeting of the Historic District Review Board was held on November 14, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in
the City Hall Planning Conference Room, 1911 Boundary Street. In attendance were Chairman
Joel Newman and board members Mike Rainey, Inez Neal, and Erica Dickerson, and city staff
Lauren Kelly.

Bill Chambers was absent.

In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d) as amended, all
local media were duly notified of the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Newman called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2012

Ms. Dickerson noted that she had recused herself from the discussion as the owner of a
property, but the recusal hadn’t been noted in the minutes. Mr. Rainey made a motion, second
by Ms. Neal, to approve the minutes as amended. The motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

2203 Bay Street — Major Demolition of Structure.

Mike Sutton appeared as the representative of the property’s owners. The owners are out of
state and are not going to rebuild the house and want to take the house out “to calm the
neighborhood down.” Maxine Lutz of Historic Beaufort Foundation said that Historic Beaufort
Foundation’s Preservation Committee did not take a position on this matter.

1811 Duke Street — Major Demolition of Structure.

Anna K. Fenn, owner of the property, said that Habitat for Humanity had considered the house
ineligible for assistance “because there are no funds.” Several years ago, she was told she was
not eligible for help from Habitat for Humanity. Historic Beaufort Foundation did not have
funding when she went to the organization for help. This was one of the first houses built in
Dixon Village, Ms. Fenn said; she would like a historical marker for the house to indicate this.
Chairman Newman said he had “no clue” how that worked. Mr. Rainey said Ms. Lutz could
better address that matter, but unless the house has a National Trust designation, they will
likely not give a marker to designate it that way. However, he suggested that Ms. Fenn could do
put up her own marker if she chose to.

Mes. Lutz said Historic Beaufort Foundation’s position is that the house is a significant house and
is one of three remaining structures that represent that early development, so in that regard,
they object to its demolition. Ms. Fenn asked Ms. Lutz, if that was the case, why she can’t get
assistance with funding for restoration of the historical part of the house; Ms. Lutz said
restoration is the responsibility of the owner. Historic Beaufort Foundation does not have funds
for restoration. She suggested that Ms. Fenn could possibly apply for a grant from the State
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Historical Society, however. Ms. Lutz said they had hoped Habitat for Humanity could help, but
she is aware that they don’t have the funds to do so. Ms. Fenn said she wants to rebuild in
order to live in the house.

Ms. Fenn said termites have gotten into the house, so it’s going to be very expensive to hire a
contractor, and she does not have the funds to do it herself. The public hearing was closed.

REVIEW OF FULL BOARD PROJECTS

1811 Duke Street — Major Demolition of Structure, Final Review
Applicant: Anna K. Fenn, Owner (HR12-47)

Chairman Newman said at one point Ms. Fenn was interested in restoring the house and had
reached out years ago and more recently to Habitat for Humanity, but there were no resources
at the time to do restoration. It’s a historical house, Ms. Fenn said, but it’s not in the Historic
District. Chairman Newman asked her why she had decided she wanted to demolish the house.
Ms. Fenn said the City of Beaufort brought it up because of the condition of the house when
she was looking for a contractor.

Mr. Rainey asked her if she would like to save this house with help, and Ms. Fenn said yes. Mr.
Rainey suggested that Historic Beaufort Foundation could be a liaison to help her obtain a
grant. Mr. Rainey asked Ms. Lutz what she thought a favorable outcome might be if they were
to go to the state or federal government for a grant. Ms. Lutz said because Ms. Fenn is an
individual, she does not know what the outcome would be. Ms. Lutz added that there might be
an opportunity with the Palmetto Trust, which Historic Beaufort Foundation is working with on
another project. Ms. Lutz said she has heard there may be more available funds. Ms. Dickerson
mentioned the Lowcountry Housing Trust.

Lauren Kelly said that’s a loan program, not a grant program, and they loan to developers and
contractors, not individuals. There was also an issue with the building not being a primary
residence, Ms. Kelly said, and Ms. Fenn said she would move back into Beaufort if the house is
restored.

Chairman Newman suggested they should table the demolition, and the board need not take
any action. Ms. Fenn asked if “the city will give her time before (she) has to spend money.”
Libby Anderson suggested that the board deny rather than table this matter, which would stay
the demolition for six months so that Ms. Fenn can look for grant sources. LA said if they come
back to demolition again, they have to do the process all over again.

Ms. Fenn asked, if the board denies her application, how much time she’d have, and LA said she
would get a six-month stay. Ms. Kelly said she didn’t know if grant applications through State
Archives had to go through a not-for-profit, but she thought they did because they don’t fund
individuals. There is a $20,000 grant maximum.
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Ms. Lutz asked about the city as a CLG applying for a grant on Ms. Fenn’s behalf. LA said there
are a number of properties of this sort. Ms. Lutz said Ms. Fenn would have to put some money
into the restoration. If the HDRB agrees to demolition, that will cost $4800. Ms. Fenn could
invest that much money into it, Ms. Lutz said, and “get the city off (her) back.”

Mr. Rainey made a motion that the application as presented be denied, seconded by Ms.
Neal. The motion passed unanimously.

2203 Bay Street — Major Demolition of Structure, Final Review.
Applicant: Scott E. Johnson, POA, for Cindy Bryant, Owner (HR12-46)

Chairman Newman asked if the intention was to take down all structures and return the
property to an open lot. MS said the owners “want to clear the lot and see what happens when
the market comes back,” at which point they will do something. They would “rather mow an
empty lot than antagonize the neighborhoods.” Mr. Rainey made a motion, second by Ms.
Dickerson, to demolish as submitted. The motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20
p.m.

HDRB Minutes
September 12, 2012
Page 3



