




CITY OF BEAUFORT 
Historic District Review Board 

Full Board 
Staff Report 

Meeting of July 8, 2015 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Case Number:  HR 15-19 
Property Address:  1310 Palmetto Street 
Applicant:  City of Beaufort 
Type of Request:  Demolition (Final Review) 
Zoning:  GR – General Residential 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Historical: 1310 Palmetto is listed in the Beaufort County Historic Sites Survey, circa 

1930.  It is not in the Historic District. Note that the survey has it addressed 
incorrectly as 1408 Palmetto Street. 

 
Background: The city requests final approval for demolition of this structure.  
 
Public Notice: A Public Hearing Notice was published in the Beaufort Gazette on June 23 . 

The property was posted on June 22. 
 Letters to adjacent property owners were mailed on June 26. 
 
 Zoning Issues: GR – General Residential 
    

Article 3: Section 3.19:D.4 Upon receiving an application for demolition or partial 
demolition of a structure which is listed in the Beaufort County Historic Sites Survey 1997 
and lies within the limits of the City but outside the Beaufort Historic District, the Board, 
within 45 days after receipt of the application, shall either approve such application, or find 
that the preservation and protection of historic places and the public interest will be best 
served by postponing the demolition for a designated period, which shall not exceed 180 days 
from the receipt of the application, and notify the applicant of such postponement. 

 
Design Issues:  

• The structure has been vacant since at least the 1997 survey. 
• The structure has undergone a number of alterations, including vertical board and batten 

siding on the front façade; 
• There may be salvageable materials of historical significance including the large columns on 

the front, windows, and some brick on the interior. See photographs in the digital submission 
set. 

 
Staff Recommendation: Final approval as submitted, on the condition that the city permit any 
interested party to salvage materials of historical significance prior to demolition.  



            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
  
June 17, 2015 
 
Campbell Natural Heirs of Rachel Singleton 
1519 Palmetto St 
Beaufort, South Carolina   29902 
 
RE: 1300 block of Palmetto Street 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
I am contacting you regarding property you own at the corner of Palmetto Street 
and Morris Street in the City of Beaufort. The property is identified as R120 001 
000 0170 0000. The property is in a severe state of neglect and overgrown with 
brush, weeds and vines. The structure on this property is unsecured and 
considered dangerous and Unfit for Human Habitation under the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Beaufort, South Carolina. As noted in the attached 
photographs and itemized list of deficiencies, the property is in violation of 
numerous sections of the 2012 International Property Maintenance Code, 
International Building Code and International Fire Code. The City is concerned 
about the threat this building poses to the safety of police and city hall staff, 
residents of the neighborhood and the negative impact it has on the overall 
health and quality of life in the area. 
 
This letter shall serve as official notification under Section 5-1036 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Beaufort, South Carolina and Section 107 of the 2012 
International Property Maintenance Code, Section 311 of the 2012 International 
Fire Code, and Section 116 of the 2012 International Building Code that the 
deficiencies outlined in the attached sheet must be addressed beginning in 60 
days, with a building permit application submitted for such repairs within 30 days 
of the date of this letter (by July 20, 2015).  
 
Addressing the public health and safety concerns posed by this building is a 
priority of the Fire Department.  The City of Beaufort would be happy to assist 
you in contacting licensed architects, engineers, and/or contactors as 
appropriate. We will waive the building permit fee that is associated with building 
repairs. Alternatively, you may wish to demolish the structure. This request would 
need to be reviewed by the Historic District Review Board. Since the property is 
outside the Historic District, the board can delay but not deny the demolition. 
There would be no fee for the demolition permit. 
 
 

City of Beaufort 
Fire Department 

Fire Marshal/Code Enforcement 
1911 Boundary Street 

Beaufort, SC 29902-4449 
(843) 322-7915 Business 

(843) 986-5606 Fax 
 

 

        
Sammy Negron, Fire Chief  

 
William A. Prokop, City Manager 



 
 
Campbell Natural Heirs of Rachel Singleton 
June 17, 2015 
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We are available to meet on site or in our office as needed to discuss plans for 
the property. Staff members who may be of help to you as you develop plans for 
the property are: Lauren Kelly, Preservation Planner, and Bruce Skipper, Building 
Official. Lauren can be reached at (843) 525-7014 or lkelly@cityofbeaufort.org. 
Bruce can be reached at (843) 525-7006 or bskipper@safebuilt.com. You might 
also contact Maxine Lutz at the Historic Beaufort Foundation [(843) 379-3331 or 
mlutz@historicbeaufort.org] for information on stabilizing the structure. Patrick 
King at the South Carolina Community Loan Fund may be able to provide ideas 
for funding sources [(843) 737-6153 or patrick@sccommunityloanfund.org]. You 
may also want to contact Brenda Dooley at Habitat for Humanity for assistance 
[(843) 522-3500 or brenda@lowcountryhabitat.org] 
 
You may be interested in attending one of our Pre-Application Conferences to 
discuss your property. Representatives of the Planning, Building Code, Code 
Enforcement, and Fire Departments, and as well as Beaufort-Jasper Water & 
Sewer Authority are in attendance at that meeting. This meeting is held weekly. 
There is no fee for this meeting, but we do request that the applicant complete an 
application (attached) and return it to our office the week before the meeting you 
would like to attend.  
 
Note that if you fail to comply with this Order, the City will take action to have the 
structure demolished and the cost of that demolition will be placed as a lien 
against your property. 
 
As per Section 111 of the International Property Maintenance Code, you have 
the right to appeal this decision to the Building Board of Appeals within 20 days 
of the date of this letter. 
 
Please contact me with any questions. I can be reached at (843) 322-7915 or 
sbaske@cityofbeaufort.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephen Baske 
Fire Marshal 
 
Attachments: Photos 
 
cc:  Sammy Negron, Fire Chief 
 Libby Anderson, Planning Director 
 Lauren Kelly, Preservation Planner 
        Bruce Skipper, Chief Building Official 
        Derrick Howard, Codes Enforcement  

mailto:lkelly@cityofbeaufort.org
mailto:bskipper@safebuilt.com


 

CITY OF BEAUFORT 
FIRE & CODE ENFORCEMENT 

1911 Boundary Street 
BEAUFORT, SC 29902 

(843) 322-7965 FAX (843) 986-5606 
Citycodes@cityofbeaufort.org 

  
 March10, 2015 
 
 

 

 

FOR ADDITIONAL CODE INFORMATION VISIT US ONLINE 
WWW.CITYOFBEAUFORT.ORG      CITYCODES@CITYOFBEAUFORT.ORG (EMAIL)  

 

CODES AND ZONING ENFORCEMENT INSPECTION REPORT 
 
Name: Campbell Nat Hrs of R Singleton 
 
Address: Property lot corner of Palmetto and Morris St. 
 
Property ID: R120 001 000 0170 000 
 
 
Violation Summary: 
 
The property under your ownership on the corner of Palmetto and Morris St has come 
to a critical point of disrepair and near to falling down this office is notifying of this 
condition and we ask that you contact this office as soon as possible to discuss the 
remedy for this situation. In accordance with the 2012 International Property 
Maintenance Code all structures must be maintained structurally and in good repair.  
 
 
CORRECTIVE ACTION: 
 
This office recommends demolition of the structure and clearing of the land or repair of 
the structure.  Please call 843-986-4272 by March 16, 2015 to discuss the options 
available to you. 
As per Section 106.3 of the International Property Maintenance Code, you have the 
right to appeal this decision to the Building Board of Appeals by filing with the City a 
written application for an appeal within 20 days of the above date.  
 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
City of Beaufort Fire Marshal  
& Codes Enforcement Office 
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