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Case Number:  HR 16-35  

Property Address:  918 Craven Street    

Applicant:  Beaufort Inn, LLC 

Type of Request:  Demolition (Final Review) 

Zoning:  CC – Core Commercial 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 
Historical: 310 West Street is listed as Contributing in the 1997 Beaufort County 

Historic Sites Survey,c. 1930. It is not the original structure on this parcel, as 

the Sanborn Maps through 1924 show a 2-story building on this site. 

 

Background: The applicant requests final approval for demolition of this to construct 

a 497-space parking structure on this parcel.  

 

Public Notice: Letters were sent out to neighboring property owners on October 17. A Public 

Hearing Notice was published in the Beaufort Gazette on October 23. The 

property was posted on October 26. 

 

Zoning Issues: CC – Core Commercial 

    

Synopsis of Applicable Guidelines: 

 Milner’s 1979 Preservation Manual, p. 46-47 discusses demolition of contributing historic 

structures in order to permit new “High Density Construction.” Parameter 4 states that “No 

development or large scale construction should be permitted which is predicated upon 

demolition of historic buildings for implementation.” 

 Milner’s 1990 Preservation Manual Supplement, p. 16, states “Do not demolish historic 

buildings to make way for new or large scale construction.” 

 

Design Issues:  

 Photographs have been submitted. 

 A letter from Beekman Webb outlines reasons why this structure does not contribute to the 

historic fabric of the district. However, the 1997 survey lists it as contributing. There have 

been no significant changes to the structure since 1997.  

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff urges the HRB to carefully consider the precedent which 

permitting the demolition of a contributing historic structure sets. This is specifically important 

in this instance where the demolition is to permit large-scale construction, something that goes 

against the Milner guidelines. Typically, if a structure is listed as contributing, it is not permitted to 

be demolished unless it is in a state of utter disrepair (and even then, demolition is not always 

permitted). One recommendation would be to set a standard by which a structure can be resurveyed 

or reclassified – e.g., The applicant may request the SC SHPO to reevaluate the building based on the 
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facts stated in the report by Beekman Webb. That way there is a clear process whenever an applicant 

is questioning the validity of the survey. 




















