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Case Number: HR14-42 
Property Address: 511 Prince Street 
Applicant: Allison Ramsey Architect 
Type of Request: Alterations to Porch Foundation 
Zoning: TBR – The Point 

 
 

Historical: 511 Prince Street is listed in 1997 Beaufort County Above Ground Historic 
Sites Survey as “contributing to the listed district.”  It is individually listed on 
the National Register as well. The building, c. 1834, is also known as the “Henry 
McKee House” and the “Robert Smalls House.” That house has undergone 
multiple alterations, including a porch rework in the 1870s. 

   
Request: The applicant is proposing to modify the infilled the porch foundation, 

which currently is filled with wood on the interior, and screening on the 
exterior. The applicant is proposing to replace that with stucco and 
windows to make it more habitable. 

 
Background: The project has not appeared before the board. Historic Beaufort 

Foundation has an easement on this property so must approve any 
exterior modifications. 

 
Zoning: TBR-The Point:   
 Front Setback: prevailing; 
 Rear: 15’;  
 Side: 6’;  
 Side & Rear for Accessory Buildings (Historic District): 5’; 

 There are no zoning issues associated with this project. 
 
Size: The applicant is not proposing any increase in building footprint or size. 

 
Synopsis of Applicable Guidelines: 

• The Secretary of the Interior Standards, #9, discusses exterior alterations and states that they 
should not “destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property”. 

• The Preservation Manual Supplement, p. 27-33 discusses porches. Pages 28-29 specifically 
discusses porch piers, and states “Historic porches in the Historic Beaufort District are 
typically supported on non-continuous masonry piers…Infill between the masonry piers 
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should be open wood grillage…Continuous masonry infill between porch piers is 
prevalent…though it is neither appropriate nor recommended and should be removed because 
it accelerates deterioration. Where continuous masonry infill already exists and is to remain in 
place, ventilation should be provided. In addition, it should be masked either by painting it 
dark green-black and placing a wood grillage in front of it, or by adding stucco and planting.” 
 

 
Staff Questions, Comments & Suggestions: 
• This property is located in a flood zone, with an approximate ground elevation of 8’, based on 

the GIS topography maps. However, the living level has already been established at that grade, 
so there is are building code issues with this extension. 

• The sides of the main structure have already been infilled with brick and windows, and the 
interior beyond is habitable. 

• Applicant could consider articulating the infill 
differently, so that it reads more like an open board 
foundation, as recommended by the Supplement p.29 
(see right). This could be accomplished with the same 
construction technique, but simply painting the CMU 
Charleston Green, and utilizing a wood overlay, 
rather than stucco, around the windows. However, 
stucco and planting is another recommendation in the 
Supplement, so it should be an acceptable option if 
it’s desired by the applicant. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends final approval 
of this request, with the applicant considering modifying the 
articulation/exterior treatment based upon board discussion. 
This approval is contingent on approval from Historic 
Beaufort Foundation, since they hold a façade easement on 
it. 
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