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Case Number: DE14-03 
Property Address: 509 Harrington Street 
Applicant: Manuel Studio 
Type of Request: Development Design Exception 
Zoning: OC – Office Commercial (The Bluff Neighborhood) 

 
 

Background: This residential property is located in the Office Commercial district, thus 
requiring the structure to follow the setback standards of R-4 – Residential-4. 
This district requires a rear yard setback of 15’. The project came before the 
HRB in August and was given preliminary approval to the project, on the 
condition that a development design exception is approved by the HRB to 
permit the rear setback reduction. 

 
Request: The applicant is requesting a Development Design Exception to reduce 

the rear setback from 15’ to 10’ to accommodate a rear addition.  
 
Public Comment:  Letters were mailed to adjacent property owners on August 21. The 

public notice addressing this hearing appeared in the Beaufort Gazette 
on August 26. The property was posted on August 27. Staff has received 
no public comments on the application as of the date of this writing. 

 
Historical: 509 Harrington Street is listed on the 1997 Beaufort County Above Ground 

Historic Sites Survey as “Contributing to the listed district.”  It is also listed 
on the 1969 Feiss Wright Survey, the 1979 Milner Inventory, and the 1995 A 
Guide to Historic Beaufort. It’s estimated that this building is c. 1860 and it first 
appears on the1899 Sanborn Map. The rear of the building has evolved over time, 
with the existing two-story form added in the 1990s, according to the survey sheet. 
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Design Comments: 
The proposed design is compatible with the existing historic structure. 

 
Staff Findings:  
Based on the information submitted with the application, staff has concluded the following: 
 

(1) Compatibility. In staff’s opinion the proposed exception is appropriate for its location 
and compatible with the character of surrounding lands and the development permitted 
in the zoning district(s) of surrounding lands, and will not reduce property values. The 
rear setback in the Office Commercial zoning district, for commercial properties, is 10’ 
so this is compatible with all surrounding commercial structures. 

(2) Design does not have a substantial adverse impact. Staff believes that this encroachment 
will not have a substantial adverse impact on the surrounding area.  

(3) Consistency with Adopted Plans. Staff believes that the proposed design exception is in 
direct adherence to with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Civic Master Plan, and all other 
plans officially adopted by the city. This is an addition to a significant historic structure 
which will allow it to remain in continual use by its current owner. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  
 
Staff believes it can be reasonably determined that there will be no significant negative impact upon 
residents of surrounding properties or upon the general public by the approval of this design 
exception. Therefore staff recommends final approval to this Development Design Exception request, 
as submitted, as well as final approval the design of the addition itself. 
 














