


CITY OF BEAUFORT 
Historic District Review 

Board Full Board 
Staff Report 

Meeting of September 09, 2015 

1 
 

 
 
 
Case Number: HR15-32 
Property Address: 509 Harrington Street 
Applicant: Manuel Studio 
Type of Request: Alterations and Additions - Preliminary 
Zoning: OC – Office Commercial (The Bluff Neighborhood) 

 
 

Historical: 509 Harrington Street is listed on the 1997 Beaufort County Above Ground 
Historic Sites Survey as “Contributing to the listed district.”  It is also listed 
on the 1969 Feiss Wright Survey, the 1979 Milner Inventory, and the 1995 A 
Guide to Historic Beaufort. It’s estimated that this building is c. 1860 and it first 
appears on the1899 Sanborn Map. The rear of the building has evolved over time, 
with the existing two-story form added in the 1990s, according to the survey sheet. 

       
1899       1905-1912          1958 

 
Request: The applicant is proposing to remove the existing rear stoop, and add a 

rear addition with a porch, along with minor interior renovations. 
 
Background: A different addition for this structure came before the HRB in July and 

August of 2014, and received final approval. This new plan is smaller 
than the previously approved addition.  

 Historic Beaufort Foundation has a façade easement on the building 
and must approve any modifications to the structure. 

 
Zoning: OC:  single family standards should be the same as R-4 
 Front: prevailing;  
 Rear: 15’; proposed: 18’  
 Side: 6’; existing/proposed: 2; continues a non-conforming setback 
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Size: 177 SF of enclosed space and an additional 229 SF for a covered porch for 
 406 SF total additional foot print. This is 166SF less than the previously 

approved plan. 
 
Synopsis of Applicable Guidelines: 
• The Secretary of the Interior Standards, #9, discusses exterior alterations.  
• The Preservation Manual Supplement, p. 18-19 discusses additions to historic buildings. The 

following items to be considered: Scale, Elevation of First Floor, Floor-to-floor heights, Bays, 
windows and doors, Absolute size, Massing, Orientation, Proportions (Volumes and 
Openings), Materials, Forms and Siting.  

• With regards to siting, the supplement states “Additions should be sited to have least visual 
impact from the street…Rear additions are most appropriate.”  

 
Staff Questions, Comments & Suggestions: 
• Siting:  

o The proposed addition is located on the rear of the building. It steps back from the 
exterior walls 2’ on each side. This is an appropriate location, and is in the same 
location as the previously approved plan. 

o The width, and roof form is exactly the same as the previously approved plan, with the 
exception that the building is about 8’ shorter. This allows a better proportion on the 
south elevation.  

• Building:  
o In general these modifications seem to be in character with the historic fabric of the 

building, and do not destroy the spatial relationships that characterize the property. The 
rear of the building has evolved over time, from a partial 1-story wing, to a full 1 story 
wing, to a 2-story wing with 1-story addition, as it currently exists today.  
 

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends final approval to this request, as submitted, on the 
condition that approval from Historic Beaufort Foundation will be required prior to receiving any 
building permit for this project. 

  



lkelly
Text Box
South Side - corner

lkelly
Text Box
South Elevation



lkelly
Text Box
Rear Patio

lkelly
Text Box
Rear Elevation











lkelly
Text Box
Previously approved drawings



lkelly
Text Box
Previously approved drawings



lkelly
Text Box
Previously approved drawings


	DEST2341
	August 2014 Approved drawings



