MINUTES
CITY OF BEAUFORT PARK AND TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION
November 20, 2014 3:00 pm
Planning Conference Room, City Hall — 1911 Boundary Street
Beaufort, South Carolina

In accordance with South Carolina Code of laws, 1976, Section 30-480(d), as amended, local
media were duly notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting.

Members present
Chairman Barb Farrior
Jim Arnett

Michael Brock

Members absent
William Waskiewicz

Staff present
Eliza Hill, Planning Department

Other attendees

Tate and Anne Horton
Connie Hipp

Mayor Keyserling

Chairman Farrior called the meeting to order at 3:15 PM.

MINUTES
Jim Arnett made a motion, second by Michael Brock, to accept the minutes of the October 23,
2014 meeting as submitted. The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

RENAMING OF HORSE HOLE PARK

Ms. Hill introduced Tate and Anne Horton who are requesting the renaming of the city parcel
known as Horse Hole Park. Ms. Hill referred to the e-mail sent by the Hortons to the Mayor
outlining their request. Mr. Horton thanked the Commission for their time to review this
request. Also attending were Mrs. Horton’s brother, his brother-in-law and brother-in-law’s
partner. Mr. Horton provided historic overview of their request:

“Our purpose is to talk to you a little bit about our request that the City name the park that lies
north of the National Cemetery Cuthbert Park. This parcel fronts the Beaufort River. It’s a small
city park which lies opposite across the river from the corner of Lady’s Island. The Koth’s great-
great-great-great grandfather, in the late 1700’s, acquired that property by marrying the
granddaughter of Col. John Barnwood. Through the marriage he gained ownership of this parcel
of land and they established a plantation on it and then built a house there in the early 1800’s.
The City of Beaufort District Map dated 1825, shows the location of the Cuthbert Plantation
right there on the corner of the land opposite the park and it passes directly through the land
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this park is on. It’s very likely that the Cuthbert Family, on their way to Beaufort, would come
through the landing and they may have even built the road to get to Beaufort from that landing;
the park is at the end of Cuthbert Street. There has always been a connection between that
piece of land and Cuthbert Point, which is now called Pleasant Point.” Mr. Horton gave
background about the Pleasant Point and the house that sits there. He spoke about the family
history of the Cuthbert family and Beaufort. The Cuthbert’s left Beaufort after the Civil war,
their land sold for taxes and their plantations were destroyed, but a few stayed, such as William
Henry Cuthbert Jr., who was the lighthouse keeper of the Hunting Island Lighthouse. Today
there are about 55 Cuthbert’s in the phonebook. There are others living in Beaufort such as the
Alston’s which are descendants of these Cuthbert’s. To honor their ancestors, the Horton’s
requested this park be given a name that would be fitting and proper.

Barb Farrior asked Mr. Horton if he knew of anyone who was in opposition to renaming it. No,
said Mr. Horton. Ms. Farrior asked the origin of the Horse Hole Park name. Mrs. Horton said
this is where the horses were kept. The question was asked as to what is there now? Park has
been recently renovated and contains picnic tables and benches. Ms. Hill stated park has been
maintained for a number of years with very little funding, but in the last year funding became
available for some reworking of parcel. Everyone agreed it does look much better.

Jim Arnett made a motion, seconded by Michael Brock to fully support the request to name
this parcel Cuthbert Park and that this recommendation be forwarded onto City Council. The
motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Horton asked when this would be on the council’s agenda. Ms. Hill said most likely after
Thanksgiving. Ms. Hill said she can email everyone letting them know when the exact date will
be. Ms. Farrior asked when the new council members will be voting on council. Ms. Hill said
tomorrow the new Council members are coming to City Hall to meet city staff, but she wasn’t
sure when the swearing in will be. She said this item will be on work session agenda. There will
be no formal vote therefore.

BHS ALUMNI REQUEST FOR LOGO IN WFP

Chairman Farrior said there is a group of BHS alumni that would like the Beaufort High School
letter Logo for the Tidal Wave constructed in the waterfront park. Ms. Hill informed members
that approval of placement of art in public spaces is now the purview of PTAC. She read the
requirements from the previous committee that was responsible for permanent and temporary
installations relating to “public art”. Ms. Hill said the Commission can rescind the old
requirements and allow BHS alumni request or advise Council to adhere to original
recommendations regarding placement of art in Waterfront park. Ms. Hill stated the current
recommendation is to not allow any more art work in the WFP because there is a lot there
already. Chairman Farrior asked are there other logos in the park? Ms. Hill relayed that there is
a plaque for Water festival on the pavilion as well as historic statutory, plaques and specific
plaques for the 300 century project. There are no individual logos like BHS. Chairman Farrior
asked what do they want to put up; the size, and where? Ms. Hill said they simply sent a
request directly to the Mayor. And | don’t know who “they” are. Chairman Farrior suggested
the commission needed this sort of information before making any decision. She also suggested
other schools and organizations may want to follow with their own logos. That they would want
something sizable and visible and where would it stop. Chairman Farrior said she understands
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placement of historic items and Water Festival plaque. Mr. Arnett suggested local established
churches might request something similar be put in the park.

Ms. Hipp stated this request is from an earlier alumni group asking for the former logo for BHS,
the “Tidal Wave” to be installed in the park. BHS is no longer the Tidal Wave. Logo now is
Beaufort High Eagles. Ms. Hipp stated the Tidal Wave doesn’t exist anymore; colors and school
mascot have changed. Ms. Hipp offered the opinion that the history of BHS in the form of this
previous logo would be better placed at a prominent location at the high school so to recognize
the history of the school. She said this is an opportunity for the ‘new’ school to relay the
process and reasoning for this change in logo. She also stated that placement in Waterfront
Park didn’t seem appropriate because this is not where a high school was ever located.

Michael Brock made a motion, seconded by Chairman Farrior, to retain existing rules and
regulations regarding moratorium on placement of art in the Waterfront Park.

In further discussion the commission felt there may be a time in the future where placement of
historical markers in the park may occur but rules should remain as currently worded.

Ms. Hill asked if Mr. Brock wanted to amend his motion?

Michael Brock made a motion, seconded by Chairman Farrior, that the request for BHS Tidal
Wave logo placement in the Waterfront Park be denied.

Ms. Hill said based on comments by Ms. Hipp, perhaps PTAC wants to suggest other public
places for placement of logo but that personally, she doesn’t see the point in putting this symbol
in any public park because there is no relationship of symbol to location. To put it on the
campus at BHS seems the most appropriate location. The Commission agreed this would be a
great piece of history to have at BHS.

DISCUSSION:

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Ms. Hill introduced the new Board member, Leah Palumbo. Ms. Palumbo said she moved here
from Georgia about a year and a half ago and actually lives in Port Royal, but has a business
license in the City of Beaufort. She has her own landscape design business doing mainly
residential design. She has consulted with Michael Brock who told her about open position on
Commission. She has joined the Chamber of Commerce. Ms. Hill relayed board membership
requirements and process of Council review.

In reference to renaming of Horse Hole Park, Ms. Palumbo asked if the Hortons will be
purchasing park signage? Ms. Hill said she knows of 3 parks that have been renamed and group
or family making the request has purchased either signage or plaque. (Pinckney Park, Charlie
Knott Park and Christensen Park).

Arbor Day is December 5" and Council will meet on Tuesday, December 9", Ms. Palumbo’s
interview will occur then.

SOUTHSIDE PARK UPDATE
Ms. Hill said Beaufort-Jasper has finished moving the asphalt. They also removed asphalt pad
under millings. BJWSA was able to break up stored asphalt into useable millings. Original
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amount of millings acquired by Brian Coffman of the SSPAC was based on 6’ wide trail. Some of
the millings were removed a few years ago. Any shortfall has most likely been replaced with
addition of asphalt pad material. New trail will be 10’ wide as required by RTP guidelines.

They still have more in kind work to perform but are only able to work on weekends. Also work
by BJWSA has stopped until turnover documents for operations center parcel are signed by City.
PW had started doing some clearing in the Waddell buffer area, specifically clearing the 15’ wide
area for the path to connect park with Bft. Cty. tennis courts. PW is limited with what they can
do. There is an outstanding PO for Olivers bushhogging which has been held in reserve in
attempts to save funds. If PW isn’t able to continue clearing work then Olivers will start after
the first of the year.

Grading plan for dog park is almost complete. Ms. Hill has met with Bft. Cty. to ask for their help
with setting of grade stakes and grading with their equipment. Chairman Farrior asked what is
happening with the fencing around the dog park. Ms. Hill said fence can’t be installed even
though PO has been issued and Graybar Fencing was low bid for the work because grading work
hasn’t been done. She also stated that final conveyance of the remaining parcel needs to occur
before the City begins grading work for the dog park, a portion of which is on this BJWSA parcel.
She further explained that BJWSA surveyed and retained the lower portion of the remaining 5
acre parcel so approximately 3.9 acres will be conveyed to the city.

Ms. Hipp asked how many bridges would be needed for entire trail through park? Ms. Hill said
no bridges are necessary for the initial trail portion from tennis courts into park. A culvert exists
offering a crossing point near area of dog park. This path portion follows the master plan
generated by SSPAC.

Ms. Hill then referred to the dedicated access easement from Talbird into the park; it has been
cleared and cleaned up by Parks Dept. This easement is only wide enough for pedestrian access.
Civic master plan calls for vehicular connection to Talbird. For this to occur, City would need to
investigate additional easement acquiral, most likely from the lot to the south of the access
easement.

Ms. Hipp said it’s nice to finally see something happening.

OLD BUSINESS:

ORD. SECTION 7.3

Chairman Farrior suggested a brief synopsis for the new board member. Ms. Hill said she will
provide a copy to Ms. Palumbo. We are slowly making changes to entire UDO since we are
moving to a Form-Based Code. Section 7.3 of the ordinance is the tree conservation section.
PTAC, over the last several years, has been working on the language of this section to
strengthen. There are two main changes: 1) change to the definition of grand trees and 2)
raising the standard for tree preservation on commercial sites. This went through two Council
workshops, a public hearing and first reading. It was tabled at second reading. An article in the
Gazette the day before second reading concerned some citizens who phoned their councilmen.
Ms. Hill said there were some misunderstandings as far as how these changes would affect
residential development. Following the tabling, staff recommended review based on transect
zones which PTAC did at the last meeting. At last meeting, a motion was made to not relax the
standard regardless of T zone; that a grand tree is a grand tree regardless of where it occurs.
Beaufort County standards for tree preservation are to mitigate inch for inch. If mitigation
cannot occur on site, payment is made into a reforestation fund. Ms. Hill stated that PTAC is
recommending adoption of county standards which have been in place for several years but
with some additional strengthening.
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Ms. Palumbo asked about the development of Whitehall Plantation and Cane Island. Ms. Hill
said these are all PUDs and the agreement within the PUD takes precedence. Chairman Farrior
referred to the eagle’s nest that was in a tree that was cut down on Cane Island and asked if it
was known who did this? She thought maybe it was done by Southern Tree because she saw
them there. Ms. Hill said most likely it was not done by an arborist but rather site contractor
doing the clearing work. Ms. Palumbo asked who approves the PUD. Ms. Hill stated Ms.
Anderson would be the best person to talk about this.

*Mayor Keyserling entered the meeting at this time. The committee welcomed him. The Mayor
asked what the committee was talking about. Ms. Hill said they were reviewing Section 7.3 and
the reforestation fund and getting back on Council workshop agenda. Also discussing PUD’s
coverage of tree protection vs. the UDO. Mr. Brock said for example, that Tanger 1 was in a PUD
and a lot of things were pushed under the table and approved. It’s very important to look at the
details of the PUD. It was asked if this was staff’s responsibility to review prior to PUD approval.
The mayor said technically yes, but the current council basically has had it with PUDs, but wasn’t
sure how the new council members will feel. Some or all of them were actually approved by
the county and then annexed into the city and were adopted as they were. The reasons we
don’t like PUDs at the moment is because essentially they entitle an owner for a long time and
things change. Renewal of a PUDS doesn’t typically include language about the changes. PUDs
are self-zoning. This is how we got into the question of Wal-Mart on lady’s Island. There were
words that said one thing; there was a picture that showed something else, but the words are
what ruled. He said the people that write PUDs are very good at them; my friend, David Tedder,
writes a lot them and is very good at it. Chairman Farrior asked if there is currently a PUD in
place for Cane Island and/or Whitehall. The Mayor said yes Cane Island has one and maybe two
because there is upper and lower. He’s said they received the zoning but not PUD. The PUD is a
wonderful exercise for an intern who could go through all of the PUDs and compare them to the
ordinance.

In discussing the requested changes to Section 7.3, the Mayor said the problem was that
everybody understood its intent but got confused about language related to species of trees,
mitigation, caliper, etc. The use of Family Dollar as an example helped them understand.
Chairman Farrior stated she understood that it was tabled because there were some objections
from citizens that wanted to know more about what we were trying to do. Mayor said it might
have been. She said that the Tree Board, and now PTAC, has been working on this for five years
and its time to move forward; it's becoming very frustrating to PTAC. Mayor said it happen but
needs to be presented so simple minds can understand it. He is in favor of a fund that the City
can draw from for trees. Ms. Hill suggested she could do a short synopsis with bullet points.
Chairman Farrior said the city desperately needs a fund to drawn on. The Mayor said everyone
heard it loud and clearly and everyone is on board with it. He said a bullet point presentation
will be good. The Mayor suggested doing a Q&A for council. Ms. Hill said a question and answer
is a great idea. The Mayor said he doesn’t really know the feelings of the new members yet,

but he feels nothing will change. Ms. Hill said, so if there is a workshop with bullet format with
frequently asked questions to go back on council’s agenda, will this be a second reading? Mayor
asked, so it has had a first reading? Yes, Ms. Hill said. Mr. Arnett said he has a hard time
believing that folks who called to object simply did not understand; that they had not attended
any Tree Board meetings or Council workshops where this has been discussed, both of which are
publically advertised. Chairman Farrior said they didn’t take time to come to a meeting. Mayor
asked who these people are. Ms. Hill offered stated she had spoken with both John Trask, llI
and Edward Dukes who had both voiced their objections to her. Mayor said he will work on this
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and see where the council members are with it. Ms. Hill asked if a graphic would be helpful to
understanding. Yes said the Mayor. The mayor asked if he was helpful and the Commission said
yes. Ms. Hill introduced him to their new PTAC member.

WILSON PARK

Ms. Hill said regarding Wilson Park we are not asking PTAC to do anything but | am informing
you that the City Attorney is quietly researching this property to locate a deed and ascertain if
there are any deed restrictions to de-acquisition of the property.

Chairman Farrior said Molly Gray has requested a plaque or signage be installed in the park. Ms.
Hill said Molly Gray, Betty Waskiewicz and Thomas Wallace tried to help provide historic
information. Ms. Hill said currently there is little to no access by foot, car or water. The current
parking spaces were created several years ago. Mr. Arnett asked if it would be more usable if it
was kept as a park. Chairman Farrior said if access were improved, it would be widely used.
Mayor said he lives down the street and it’s a spectacular view but doesn’t see people there.

S. HERMITAGE EASEMENT

Ms. Hill referred to a letter from David Tedder to the City Attorney regarding the sale of the Von
Harten home on South Hermitage which is adjacent to a dedicated public access easement. At
issue is the encroachment of driveway, wall and landscaping into the easement. She read the
response to Mr. Tedder inquiry by the City Attorney.

Ms. Hill suggested the City could reclaim their easement and request encroachments be
removed and the easement cleared for public access as originally intended or else divide 30’
easement in half and offer it for sale to the new owner of the Von Harten residence and the
homeowner on the south side of the easement.

The Mayor said if no one wants to purchase each half then maybe open it back up for public
access.

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Ms. Farrior made a motion,
second by Mr. Brock to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was
adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
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