MINUTES
CITY OF BEAUFORT TREE BOARD
February 21, 2013 3:00 pm
Planning Conference Room, City Hall — 1911 Boundary Street
Beaufort, South Carolina

In accordance with South Carolina Code of laws, 1976, Section 30-480(d), as amended, local
media were duly notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting.

Members present
Barb Farrior, Chairman
Jim Arnett

William Waskiewicz

Absent members
Derrick Wells
Michael Brock

Staff present
Eliza Hill, Planning Department

Mr. Waskiewicz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Arnett, to approve the minutes of the
January 24, 2013 minutes as written. The motion passed unanimously.

WEFP TREES: ASSESSMENT REPORT AND REQUEST AS BUDGET ITEM?

Chairman Farrior asked about the cost to assess the health of the trees in Waterfront Park. Mr.
Waskiewicz said his fee for this is about $90 an hour for an assessment and report. Ms. Hill
estimated that there are 70-80 trees. Mr. Waskiewicz asked if there were drawings and Ms. Hill
said yes. Mr. Waskiewicz said it would take approximately 2 days and be about $1500 — $2000.

Chairman Farrior asked if the trees are in stress now and they’re requesting money for the
2013-2014 budget, what condition the trees will be in by then. Ms. Hill said she could ask for a
budget item in June for the 2013 budget. Chairman Farrior said they could potentially lose the
canopy, and Ms. Hill said there might be remedies. Mr. Waskiewicz said that the project was
completed at Waterfront Park about 7 years ago. He said the most obvious deterioration should
be showing, and they should be starting to stabilize. Ms. Hill stated that some of the trees were
treated in 2009 with Cambistat. No treatments have been made since.

Tommy Logan said Waterfront Park in the 1970s was funded with federal money and tree tags
were placed on the trees relating species of tree. He suggested that the Tree Board request this
tree tagging be repeated and suggested using the accommodations tax as a source of money
since this project is for the public good and education. Ms. Hill said there was not a wide variety
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of trees in the Waterfront Park, so there wouldn’t need to be a lot of plaques. She said they
could approach the ATAX committee.

FORM-BASED CODE UPDATE

Ms. Hill said that she is working on revising Sec 7.3 of the UDO for the form based code. She’s
putting the Tree Board edits into the revision. She suggested adopting some of the phrasing
from the county’s code regarding grand and specimen trees. She read the county’s definition of
a specimen tree. The county code states specific species which are designated as specimen
trees at 16” caliper as opposed to the City code which states specimen trees are 24”+ caliper.
Ms. Hill suggested that as a Tree City USA, the City of Beaufort should “step it up” beyond the
county and require the following definition description of specimen trees: Dogwood, Redbud,
Magnolia and American Holly, 4”+; Live oaks and Southern Red Cedar, 12”+; Beech, Black oak,
Black Tupelo, Bald Cypress, Southern Red oak, White oak, Red Maples, 16”+; all other species at
247+,

UTILITY PRUNING UPDATE

Ms. Hill said she had received one call from citizen concerned about utility pruning of Live oak
located at Hermitage and Fripp St. She will inspect for adherence to ANSI standards. Chairman
Farrior stated she is familiar with this tree and that a quantity would be required for removal in
order to adhere to SCEG clearance requirements. Mr. Arnett asked if different crews were
coming in on different days. Ms. Hill said it’s the same guys in the same company and they will
stop work in about a week and then will come back in June. Mr. Arnett said he’d seen some
flush cuts on North Street.

Ms. Hill said Derrick Wells had complained about cutting on the Rail Trail. They had “buzz cut”
with a “giraffe” and “left nothing but stubs,” though Ms. Hill stated that Lewis Tree had said use
of giraffe would not be necessary. Mike Mills, the SCE&G superintendent had told Ms. Hill that
they would make improvements. Mr. Arnett asked if they could get a deposit or bond to ensure
that they do the right thing. Ms. Hill said the city and SCE&G are partners, and there’s a legal
agreement as to the standards for this pruning in regard to number of trucks, aesthetics, tree
viability, etc. Lewis Tree has to adhere to ANSI standards. Mr. Arnett asked, if they have
damaged the trees, if they can be compelled to come back and take the tree out and Ms. Hill
said yes.

Mr. Logan said the last time they went through this was 5 years ago, and there was a public
hearing at the old City Hall. He said he’d asked if something could be done about
undergrounding utilities on Bay Street between Hamar and Bladen. He stated SCEG had said
they would look at either undergrounding or re-routing the utility lines in this area. He hopes
the city can stay on SCE&G about doing something on those blocks on the Bluff side of Bay
Street. Ms. Hill said she would attempt to get a copy of the minutes from that meeting.
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TREE FUND

Chairman Farrior said she feels frustrated that it’s not moving forward. Ms. Hill said that she
had been approached by Councilwoman Beer about it recently, and Ms. Hill said she will get it
on the agenda. Council and staff are supportive of it, she added.

CITY ATTORNEY QUESTIONS

Libby Anderson told Ms. Hill that the next step is to send the questions to Scott Dadson; she
said that then Mr. Dadson can send the questions to the city attorney for his review and then
come to the Tree Board to answer them or answer them in writing. Mr. Arnett said that written
answers could lead to back and forth for months with follow-up questions. Chairman Farrior
suggested having Bill Harvey come to the Tree Board for an hour to address the questions and
anything else that comes up.

Mr. Arnett made a motion that Ms. Hill send questions to the city manager with the request
that Mr. Harvey come to the Tree Board after review of the questions to come to the next
Tree Board meeting to discuss the questions and others that might arise for an hour. Mr.
Waskiewicz seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Farrior said the Tree Board feels it’s important to address these questions of liability
because the City of Beaufort is in a potentially liable position in regard to these trees.

SCHEDULE SECESSIONS TRIP
There was a discussion about when a good time for the trip would be. Ms. Hill said she would
advertise this public meeting for March 8th at 10 a.m.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Logan stated his attendance was requested in order to discuss the possible generation and
purchase of a historical plaque at the newly named Magnolia Line park at the old depot
building. Mr. Logan said he had discussed it with Cecile Dore. The Beaufort Garden Club
Council wants to be involved and can assist with funding. Mr. Logan relayed some of the history
of the railroad and the planting of Magnolias at each mile marker that he says should be
included in the wording for the plaque. He said the wording for the plaque needs the approval
of the South Carolina Archives and History. The prices for the plaques range from $2000-52500.
The wording would determine the size of the plaque.

Chairman Farrior asked the board’s pleasure and said she’d personally prefer a large plaque.
Mr. Logan said the funding would come from several sources. Mr. Arnett said the Mather
School plaque at TCL is a good size, and there was general agreement to this. Ms. Hill asked if
she could do research in regard to grant money at South Carolina Archives and History, and Mr.
Logan recommended she contact Tracy Power there. Chairman Farrior said they might get
some money from Rotary Clubs; Mr. Logan suggested the Sons of Confederate Veterans. He
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said Steve Wise at the Parris Island Museum might contribute money because the military was
involved with transporting soldiers on the line.

There was a discussion of other groups that could want to be involved. Chairman Farrior said if
they can get the historical information together in the next few months, they can get it to clubs
for a push for funding in the fall when the clubs get back together after the summer break.

Mr. Logan discussed his vision for where magnolias could go and a rest area. Ms. Hill discussed
the next portions of the Rail Trail to be built and the roles of the county and the PATH
Foundation. As part of the design, they have planned where they will have seating areas and
small parks along the trail.

Mr. Arnett said that where the people park for the trail, they need signs in regard to dog waste.
Ms. Hill said they have applied for a grant from Keep Beaufort Beautiful for pet waste stations.
There was a discussion about a handicapped parking space at the trail head.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Arnett made a motion, second
by Mr. Waskiewicz to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 4:18 pm.
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