MINUTES
CITY OF BEAUFORT TREE BOARD
September 26, 2013 3:00 pm
Planning Conference Room, City Hall — 1911 Boundary Street
Beaufort, South Carolina

In accordance with South Carolina Code of laws, 1976, Section 30-480(d), as amended, local
media were duly notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting.

Members present
Barb Farrior, Chairman
Jim Arnett

Michael Brock

Members absent
William Waskiewicz
Derrick Wells

Staff present
Eliza Hill, Planning Department

Chairman Farrior called the meeting to order at 3:15 PM.

REVIEW OF LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR SPANISH MOSS TRAIL — PHASE 3

Meeting was workshop for discussion of Arbor Day, adoption of intersections of Spanish Moss
Trail by civic groups and review of planting plan for Phase 3 of trail. Representatives from
LMGA, Council of Garden Clubs, NPS and garden clubs were present.

Ms. Hill gave an overview of SMT planning and construction. Ms. Hill showed a diagram of the
phases of the Spanish Moss Trail. Phase 4 has been built by the PATH Foundation with their
dollars. Construction of Phase 3, a 2.2 mile section from Ribaut Road to Allison Road, being built
via a challenge grant has started. It will be complete by Thanksgiving. Phase 6 is being
permitted. Ms. Hill said a path to the Town of Port Royal is not yet on the drawing board. When
it’s finished, the trail will be 22 miles and will go to Yemassee. Phase 5 is being done through a
federal grant managed by Beaufort City that will start in early spring of 2014; it will be finished
by the end of next year.

Ms. Hill indicated on a diagram the landscape plans at the intersections. She said they wanted
input from the various groups’ representatives on the landscaping plans and possible additions.
They are looking for ideas and discussing adoption of intersections. Ms. Hill said Path
Foundation sent ‘adoption’ forms that might be used as a template for adoption of portions
and/or intersections of the SMT. If a garden club wanted to take over an intersection, it could
put its sign there, etc.
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Ms. Hill said plant suggestions need to be low-maintenance and drought tolerant. Chairman
Farrior said they need to understand that there are deer issues on portions of the trail. She said
she has no experience of the area further down Phase 3 and asked for their input if they do
have experience there. She asked for suggestions for a plant list. Sheila Drouin said that all of
the plants look deer-proof except the Indian Hawthorn, which deer love.

Ms. Hill said if they know about native plants or trees that could be used, she would love to add
or substitute them. Ms. Drouin suggested Vitex trees. Chairman Farrior said some areas would
be in shade. Vitex prefers full sun.

Ms. Hill said at the Allison Road intersection, a magnolia would be planted on Arbor Day. They
want to maintain the Magnolia Line idea. Kathi McKinley said the Beaufort Garden Club will
contribute a magnolia and other groups might as well.

Robbie Anderson told the group about the area on the trail where a gladiola like flower had
naturalized. Cecile Dorr said “snowdrops do very well here,” and the SC Garden Club does
daffodils. Others said that deer don’t eat daffodils. Roberta McNally suggested camellias.
Sandra Simmons suggested quince. There was a discussion about lycoris. Joe Arlard suggested
black-eyed Susans, which Mr. Brock said deer wouldn’t eat, unlike Shasta daisies. There was a
suggestion of salvias and Ms. Dore said the goldenrod is the state flower and also suggested
Mexican petunias.

Mr. Brock asked if they could introduce the Carolina fence garden in this area with something
simple on it and a sign saying that it’s a Carolina fence garden. Carolina jasmine would be good
in a fence garden, he feels. Ms. Anderson suggested the Confederate Rose, “Which deer don’t
seem to like.” Ms. Drouin suggested night-blooming jasmine, also known as cestrum. Ms. Dore
said there are certain elements to a fence garden, and goldenrod is one. Mr. Arland asked if
what their thoughts were about replacing the Drake/Chinese elm. Ms. Hill said substitutions are
acceptable but stated Drake was chosen as a small overstory tree because it will be planted
under power lines. There will be Little Gems and Crape Myrtles for understory trees. For
overstory trees, there are live oaks where there are no power lines.

Ms. Anderson said in Spartanburg, businesses said they would buy and maintain a median and
then would put in a sign. The Council of Garden Clubs adopts certain areas, too. Mr. Arland
clarified that they were only discussing adopting intersections, not the whole trail.

Ms. Hill explained there will also be two pocket parks that could be landscaped and adopted.
She explained that there will be no city maintenance, which is why adoption would be a good
idea. She further explained there is wood fence railing at each intersection which offers
opportunity for planting Confederate jasmine. Ms. Anderson said she’s in favor of throwing out
seeds in bulk and “letting it grow wild.” Cleome/firecracker grows well, Ms. McNally said, and
deer won’t eat them.
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Mr. Arland said Spartina bakeri is a very tolerant grass that could be added. Ms. Hill also
suggested use of Facahatchee grass. Also said she would like to plant a short section of
Spartina patens along both sides of trail. Cost to do entire trail with Spartina would be costly,
but would eliminate mowing maintenance.

Ms. Dore said in Washington, DC, almost all of the flowerbeds are wild. Mr. Arland said he’s
“not a purist for native plants,” but it would be nice to see an intersection be nothing but
local/native plants. He said the native plant society might adopt an intersection. Ms. Hill
suggested NPS adopt the Rogers Drive intersection. Mr. Arland agreed.

Ms. Hill said if they gave her a list of plants, they could change the landscaping plan before it is
bid out. Ms. Hill said for the groups to avoid Broome Lane at this time in regard to
intersections, but “the others are up for grabs.” She said Rogers would be a good intersection
for NPS as there are not a lot of tall trees, water is 50’ away and plant area is full sun.

Chairman Farrior said the deer won’t eat gaura, and it’s native. Ms. Drourin said she likes Bald
Cypress. Ms. Hill agreed that Bald Cypress is a good choice. Mr. Arland said the Southern Red
Cedars are good for blocking views. Someone suggested Redbud trees.

Ms. Hill said they want to ensure that a Little Gem is planted at every mile marker of the
Magnolia Line. Ms. Hill said Brian Randel is interested in donating 20-30 Japanese Maples to
the Spanish Moss Trail, but they will need to be watered. Ms. Anderson said the condition of
the trees might not be good. Chairman Farrior said if they are going to plant them now is the
time to do it. Mr. Arnett said they could put them in the ground, soak it, mulch it, and walk
away, and those that survive and those that don’t, don’t. Ms. Hill stated this is a problem for
the limited staff of the parks department in that it would fall to them to remove dead trees.
Chairman Farrior said these trees would need to be planted in shady areas. Mr. Brock said the
selection of location is crucial.

Mr. Brock suggested the Carolina fence garden in a public section for a group to put in, though
there wouldn’t need to be much maintenance. Ms. Hill asked if Mr. Brock would go to the
Depot Building with her to look at locations for erection of Carolina fence. Ms. Dore said the
state supports Carolina fence gardens. Mr. Brock said the DNR would certify it.

Chairman Farrior asked them to take back to their clubs the idea of doing a design for a
trailhead they adopt or amending an existing design. Ms. Dore asked when the section to Port
Royal would be done. Ms. Hill said this was up to the Town of Port Royal to ‘push’ Phase 2 and 1
with either Path Foundation or Friends of the Spanish Moss Trail or apply for grants. Ms. Hill to
forward PR and FSMT contact information to Ms. Dorr. Ms. Hill stated the PATH Foundation
wanted to permit and build Phase 7 which goes to Clarendon. This was the original portion
considered for the challenge grant. The public expressed a strong desire for the Phase 3 section
and Path agreed and switched their planning efforts. Ms. Hill said if it gets back to the
foundation, they might be influenced toward Port Royal.
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Mr. Arland said Phase 3 would be finished in November and asked “if landscaping would get
torn up.” Ms. Hill said no; planting to be installed following completion of construction work.
Further she stated the plans they see are what will go in the ground unless they want to make
changes.

Ms. Anderson said Public Works empties all the trash bins once a week on Monday and extra
help is appreciated. She asked how many there would be and that the current one mile section
has 4. Ms. Dore asked, if they chose to adopt a section, if they would do what they do “in
addition to what’s planned.” Ms. Hill said they could change it. What’s planned now is “the
basic plan and a lot more can be done.” They are willing to change it up. On Broome Lane,
there’s a parking area. There are certain UDO requirements to screen the parking. They can
change plant type but not the screening.

Mr. Arland asked if Ms. Hill could tell which locations are sunny, shady, etc., so that if they are
going to adopt a section, they can decide what they would like to see planted three. Ms. Hill
described where there is full sun and shade in various areas.

Chairman Farrior said the trail is widely used every day, and there was a general agreement
that this is an exciting opportunity for the groups.

In regard to safety, Ms. Hill said emergency vehicles can access trail. Bollards are located in the
center of the trail at each intersection. Police, fire, and Public Works have keys to bollards. The
bollards prevent vehicles and golf carts from accessing the trail. Ms. Hill stated acts of
vandalism are rarely occurring on the improved portions of the trail. There are no call boxes at
this time, but they may be added to the Phase 3 section.

Mr. Arnett said education on passing of pedestrians by cyclists needs to be addressed. They
don’t want a lot of signs, but this is necessary for pedestrian safety.

Ms. Dore advocated having signs to indicate what the plants are. Mr. Arnett said that walking
between the trestle and coming toward Hermitage behind the school, there are a lot of live
oaks, and if one could be selected and the rest gotten rid of, “in ten years’ time, the trail will be
covered with nice trees.” Mr. Arnett said he would be happy to go in there to suggest which to
keep and which to get rid of. Ms. Hill asked how to prevent them from re-sprouting. Mr. Arnett
said BrushMaster would work, and they would need to keep at it and be aware of what they
spray because it’s near the water.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Farrior adjourned at
4:20 pm.
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