MINUTES
CITY OF BEAUFORT
TREE BOARD
May 4, 2012, 3:00 pm
Planning Conference Room, City Hall — 1911 Boundary Street
Beaufort, South Carolina

In accordance with South Carolina Code of laws, 1976, Section 30-480(d), as amended, local
media were duly notified of the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting.

Members present

Barb Farrior, Chairman
Derrick Wells, Vice-Chairman
William Waskiewicz

Members absent
Jim Arnett

Staff present
Eliza Hill, Planning Department

Chairman Farrior called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.
REVIEW MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 23, 2012

Mr. Wells made a motion, seconded by Mr. Waskiewicz, to approve the minutes as
submitted. The motion passed unanimously.

TREE REMOVAL APPEAL: JOSEPH AND BONNIE GRABENBAUER

Ms. Hill said the Tree Board members have a copy of the appeal submitted by the
Grabenbauers. The appeal is for the removal of all the pines in the back yard. Ms. Hill had
marked five pines to remain, and told Joseph Grabenbauer that clear cutting is not allowed by
the ordinance. Ms. Hill said she might have missed other trees in the back yard. Mr. Arnett had
said he has no problem with removing all the pine trees if the Grabenbauers mitigate with
other trees that will provide tree canopy and not be a threat in a storm.

Mr. Waskiewicz said there is other hardwood canopy from the neighbors’ property. He felt like
he “wouldn’t have a huge problem” with them taking out the pines provided there was
mitigation. Mr. Wells agreed.

Bonnie Grabenbauer said they would like to take the driveway all the way back and putin a
garage. Mr. Wells said he had spotted a small pine with a trunk taper. He said if the trees close
to the house broke off in a storm, it would be a danger.



Ms. Hill said they get a lot of requests to clear-cut, especially with the approach of hurricane
season. She was concerned that on one property in Battery Creek had said that they wanted to
take forty trees down. Chairman Farrior said that would be prohibitively expensive. Ms. Hill said
they had already done it. Eight frame the entrance to the house, Ms. Hill said. Mr. Wells said he
bases his decision on trunk taper, surface roots, and the soil they are in. There was a
conversation about potential compromise of the ground stability.

Ms. Grabenbauer said in terms of mitigation, she would ideally like trees that will produce
citrus, and her husband wants a live oak. Ms. Hill explained the need for shade in replacing the
trees for mitigation. Ms. Grabenbauer asked if magnolias or pecans would be shade bearing,
and Ms. Hill said yes. Mr. Waskiewicz recommended against pecan trees. There was a
discussion of other potential trees that the Grabenbauers might use. Ms. Hill said she’ll come by
in six months to check on the Grabenbauers’ progress.

There was a discussion about a pine at an apartment complex (Bay South). Mr. Wells said the
pine was more than 100 years old. It’s been ground already, Ms. Hill said. The complex wanted
the tree taken out because of disease, but Mr. Wells said there was no outward sign of disease
until the tree was taken down. The complex is now claiming that this is the reason they are not
responsible for mitigation, which they do not favor, so Mr. Waskiewicz and Mr. Wells said they
could go there and take measurements to determine whether mitigation is required.

RENAMING LOVEJOY PARK — PETITION BY ANNE POLLITZER

These are the flowerbeds in front of City Hall. Ms. Hill said the Tree Board is to investigate why
it is called Lovejoy Park. To rename it, they need to research why it was named that in the first
place. Then the Tree Board can vote to rename the park. The Tree Board’s purview is to name
and rename parks, Ms. Hill said. They have to determine that its “safe” to rename, Ms. Hill said.
Chairman Farrior said Ms. Pollitzer wants to name it the Abbie Holmes Christensen Park. Ms.
Hill said the Tree Board could ask to have Ms. Pollitzer showed where the land was donated by
the family.

REPORT BY CHAIR IN REGARD TO MEETING WITH CITY MANAGER ABOUT PARK AND TREE
ADVISORY BOARD

Chairman Farrior said she’d met with City Manager Scott Dadson, and they had talked about
coordinating the city’s investment in right-of-ways by which he meant the public / civic spaces
for greater usability and walkability, connecting the parks, etc. They didn’t discuss the change of
the Tree Board to the Tree and Parks Board, she said. They also discussed creating a tree
donation fund. Mr. Dadson is in favor of the Tree Fund, Chairman Farrior said.

They discussed the legal obligation for property owners to remove hazardous trees, which Mr.
Dadson was in favor of, Chairman Farrior said. He suggested that the Tree Board could go to
council and ask for an ordinance change requiring the removal of hazardous trees. Mr. Dadson
agreed with Chairman Farrior that it will be difficult to find new Tree Board members in other
professions who can give time to volunteering for the board. The arborists are already very
busy, Chairman Farrior said.



There was some discussion about what it is that Mr. Dadson would like to see the Tree Board
do in terms of additional requirements. Mr. Wells and Mr. Waskiewicz agreed that they would
both have a difficult time contributing any additional volunteer time.

Chairman Farrior said there is supposed to be a comprehensive report from the Tree Board
delivered annually to council, but that hasn’t been done for years. There are more than 40
parks in the city, Chairman Farrior noted. She discussed the Tree Fund, which the Tree Board
would have to take to council.

Mr. Wells said mitigation can be a fee that would go into the fund as opposed to replanting.
Parking lots’ mitigation would be the biggest potential source for this. Mr. Waskiewicz asked if
there were a beneficial ratio that would induce someone to contribute to the Tree Fund as an
option. Ms. Hill said nothing is written about the Tree Fund at this time. Chairman Farrior said
there was discussion of raising the franchise fee for undergrounding. She said there’s nothing
new to report from the Tree Board to council about undergrounding.

Ms. Hill said in regard to North Street’s Tick Tock Park that the Office of Civic Investment is
looking at pocket parks to make them accessible to those in the neighborhoods in which the
parks are.

RECOMMENDATION FOR BOARD MEMBER

Chairman Farrior said she would ask at her Garden Club about interest in serving on the board.
Ms. Hill said there would be three certified arborists, and Mr. Waskiewicz said someone from
the Garden Club could be essential when park matters start to come up. There was general
discussion of a variety of possible candidates.

DISCUSSION

Ms. Hill said the Rail Trail is about to get underway. It will start at Allison Road, going north to
Depot Road. It’s being done by the PATH Foundation. Private Cox family dollars are funding it,
which Ms. Hill said means it can go more quickly. It will be 12 feet wide and concrete, Ms. Hill
said.

Chairman Farrior asked about Depot Plaza. Ms. Hill explained that the Depot would be a hub for
the trail and described some possible retail, etc. that would be in it. Discussion followed about
the area, ownership, etc. Ms. Hill said it will be done by the end of the summer.

Terry Hussey, Ms. Hill said, is looking for empty utility poles which she sends to Ms. Hill, who
then passes them on to Isaiah Smalls in Public Works, and then they go to SCE&G. 22 have been
removed so far.

There was a discussion of the downtown Cypress tree that was used for the city’s Christmas
tree; it has been removed now because it was diseased. Mr. Wells recommended a potential
replacement tree and then a discussion ensued about what could be used and how that could
be paid for. Chairman Farrior suggested getting word out to the council of garden clubs.



Mr. Waskiewicz asked Ms. Hill to black out the contractual amount in future tree removal
requests.

A discussion followed about a concern of Mr. Waskiewicz’s mother, and Ms. Hill recommended
that she attend the neighborhood association meetings.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mr. Wells made a motion, second by Mr. Waskiewicz, to

adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 4:36 pm.




