MINUTES
CITY OF BEAUFORT TREE BOARD
August 23, 2012, 3:00 pm
Planning Conference Room, City Hall — 1911 Boundary Street
Beaufort, South Carolina

In accordance with South Carolina Code of laws, 1976, Section 30-480(d), as amended, local
media were duly notified of the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting.

Members present
Barb Farrior, Chairman
Jim Arnett

Members absent
William Waskiewicz
Derrick Wells

Staff present
Eliza Hill, Planning Department

Chairman Farrior called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m.

REVIEW MINUTES OF JULY 26, 2012
The approval of the minutes was tabled because of a lack of a quorum.

TREE REMOVAL 2548 AZALEA DRIVE

Mr. Arnett said both trees at this location are fine from a health standpoint. There was a
discussion of the branching. Mr. Arnett said they were “clearly topped out years ago.” Mr.
Arnett said one was leaning over the house, but it was fine and unlikely to break off, even “in a
good storm.” The two trees looked at were the healthiest trees on the property, Mr. Arnett
said. There were actual hazards with dead limbs in other trees. Ms. Hill said she sent an email
and followed-up but hasn’t heard back from the owner. Ms. Hill said she’s unconcerned that
they’ll be removed.

TREE BOARD MEMBER: MICHAEL BROCK
Ms. Hill said Mr. Brock was interested in being on the Board. He’s a local Landscape Architect.
He will be the Tree Board’s fifth member.

SECTION 7.3 REVISIONS: PRUNING

Ms. Hill said she took what the Board had discussed about pruning in regard to changes to the
ordinance and wanted to find out what other places had for pruning language in their
ordinances and how it reads. She said that at this point, she hasn’t found much. She’s decided
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to call various city governments directly and ask who can offer her the information that she
needs. The discussion was then tabled.

LETTER TO COUNCIL RE: TREE FUND

Ms. Hill said there was not a quorum, so they could not vote on the draft, but she asked those
present if they had edits they would like to see to the letter. Ms. Farrior said she feels it’s
concise. Ms. Hill said all permitting each month is broken down, and there’s a line item for
income for tree removal. She took the totals for 2012 through July, divided by seven (for each
month), and came up with $463 that could potentially go into a Tree Fund each month. There
was a discussion about the size of the percentage that should be asked for. Mr. Arnett said that
the figure presented was not that much money over the course of a year. Ms. Farrior said that
there’s no money now to do anything with Southside Park: Future money could be used to buy
trees and develop the park. Mr. Arnett said they “could move the trees that are there and
spread them out.” There was a discussion about the live oaks that are in the park. Ms. Farrior
said she would like to see the letter presented to Mr. Dadson as soon as possible.

There was discussion among Ms. Hill and the board members about edits to the letter and ideas
for the uses of the money. Ms. Hill concluded that she would send the next draft to the full Tree
Board for their approval via email.

Ms. Hill said Councilwoman Donnie Beer had requested a presentation at the monthly
neighborhood meetings about insurance liability in regard to hazard trees on private properties,
how they can be recognized, and what can be done about them. Ms. Farrior said she thought
that was a very good idea. There was a discussion of what happens in regard to trees falling and
the response of insurance companies.

There followed a discussion about the next Tree Board building, the Rail Trail, and the Depot
Road area.

DISCUSSION: STREET TREE RECOMMENDATIONS
The discussion was tabled until the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mr. Arnett made a motion, second by Ms. Farrior to adjourn.
The meeting adjourned at 4:08 pm.
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