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ORDINANCE

AMENDING SECTION 8.2.A OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE,
“SUBDIVISION DESIGN/IMPROVEMENTS; SUBDIVISION DESIGN STANDARDS;
STREETS,” TO CLARIFY WHERE SIDEWALK CONSTRUTION IS REQUIRED

WHEREAS, the Unified Development Ordinance requires that sidewalks be constructed during the
subdivision process as part of development of new streets; and

WHEREAS, the ordinance is unclear as to when sidewalks should be constructed when the land
being subdivided is served by existing streets; and

WHEREAS, the ordinance requires that sidewalks be a minimum of 4’ in width; and
WHERAS, the current standard for new sidewalks is minimum 5’ width; and

WHEREAS, staff has prepared an amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance that clarifies
where new sidewalks are required as part of subdivision and increases the minimum width of new
sidewalks from 4’ to 5°; and

WHEREAS, this amendment has been presented to the Beaufort--Port Royal Metropolitan Planning
Commission and the Commission recommended approval; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing before the Beaufort City Council was held regarding this ordinance
amendment on June 11, with notice of the hearing published in The Beaufort Gazette on May 20,
2013;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Beaufort, South
Carolina, duly assembled and by authority of same, pursuant to the power vested in the Council by
Section 6-29-760, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, that Section 8.2.A of The Unified
Development Ordinance of the City of Beaufort, South Carolina, “Subdivision
Design/Improvements; Subdivision Design Standards; Streets,” be revised by deleting the current
paragraph 11, “Sidewalks,” and be replaced with a new paragraph 11, “Sidewalks,” to read as
follows:

11. Sidewalks

a. Sidewalks shall be required on both sides of all new streets, except for streets that
serve five (5) or fewer single-family residential lots. Sidewalks shall be placed
within the right-of-way. On lots zoned for commercial or mixed use, and for major
subdivision of residential lots, sidewalks shall be installed within the right-of-way of
all existing public streets on which the property has frontage which do not have a
sidewalk. If an encroachment permit cannot be secured for construction within the
right-of-way of an existing street, the sidewalk shall be constructed within the street
setback area as close to the front property line as feasible.

b. Sidewalks shall have a minimum of five feet and shall be placed such that a
minimum four foot planting strip is maintained between the back of curb and the
inside edge of the sidewalk.



¢. Inorder to provide safe and adequate access on City sidewalks, all sidewalks shall
meet minimum clear width requirements around all obstructions, natural or
manmade, as described herein. Clear width shall mean the distance as measured
from the outside edge of the obstruction to the outside edge of the sidewalk or from
the inside edge of the obstruction to the inside edge of the sidewalk. If the clear
width is to be obtained between the inside edge of the sidewalk and the obstruction,
given that the sidewalk is placed against the back of curb, the clear width shall be a
minimum of five feet. The minimum clear width shall be four feet.

d. All sidewalks must be constructed concurrently with the thoroughfare or, if the
thoroughfare is already constructed, prior to acceptance of any improvements.

e. Exceptions to or partial waiver of the requirements of this Section may be granted by
Planning Commission when alternative pedestrian ways or pedestrian/bikeways have
been or will be provided outside the normal right-of-way; or that unique
circumstances or unusual topographic, vegetative, or other natural conditions prevail
to the extent that strict adherence to said requirements would be unreasonable and
not consistent with the purposes and goals of this UDO or the Comprehensive Plan.

This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.
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