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MINUTES 
 

CITY OF BEAUFORT 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Monday, March 22, 2010, 5:30 p.m. 

BEAUFORT CITY HALL – 302 Carteret Street 
Beaufort, South Carolina 

 
STATEMENT OF MEDIA NOTIFICATION:  “In accordance with South Carolina Code of 
Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, all local media duly notified of the time, date, 
place, and agenda of this meeting.  
              
 
Members Present 
Alice Howard, Chairman 
Brad Hill 
Eric Powell 
Joan Sedlacek 
 
Members Absent 
James Lane, Vice-Chairman 
 
Staff Present 
Libby Anderson, City of Beaufort Planning Director 
Donna Alley, City Staff 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

Alice Howard, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  Ms. Howard 
introduced the board members, Brad Hill, Joan Sedlacek, and Eric Powell, and City of 
Beaufort staff, Libby Anderson, Planning Director, and Donna Alley, as Recorder. 
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II. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLAINCE 
 
 Public Notification of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting has been published in 
 compliance with the Freedom of Information Act requirements and the City of Beaufort 
 Unified Development Ordinance (UDO). 
 
III. Review Minutes: 
 

A. Minutes of February 22, 2010 
 

Ms. Sedlacek noted on page 1 that the day of the meeting needs to be corrected to say, 
Monday.  She also noted on page 5 in the motion, the name Mr. Sedlacek needs to be 
corrected to say, Ms. Sedlacek. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Powell made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hill, to approve the minutes with 
the two changes noted.  The motion carried with a vote of four to zero. 
 

IV. Review of Projects: 
 
A. 411 Craven Street, identified as District 120, Tax Map 4, Parcel 839, Special 

Exception Variance. 
 
 Applicant:  Samuel & Kreis Beall (ZB10-08) 
 
 Ms. Anderson advised the board members that the applicants have withdrawn their 

application.  
 
B. 717 & 721 Ribaut Road, identified as District 120, Tax Map 3, Parcel 596, 806 & 

596A, Lot Width Variance. 
 

Applicant:  Edward Dukes (ZB10-09) 
 
Ms. Anderson advised the board members that the applicant has withdrawn his 
application. 

 
C. 417 Newcastle Street, identified as District R120, Tax Map 4, Parcel 779, Lot 

Area and Side yard Variances. 
 

Applicant:  Laura Baker (ZB10-07) 
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The applicant is requesting lot area and side yard setback variances in order to 
subdivide the lot. 

 
Ms. Anderson presented her staff report.  The lot contains a single-family 
dwelling facing Newcastle Street, and a garage with an upstairs accessory 
dwelling unit located at the corner of Newcastle and North Streets.  The property 
is zoned Office Commercial District.  Until 2007, the property was in two  
separate tax parcels.  The applicant is requesting an approval to “unconsolidate” 
the lots, although not in the exact configuration as the original lots.  Steps are 
located on this façade of the primary structure and which are not permitted to be 
located within the side setback, so the structure would be nonconforming for the 
side yard setback.  Ms. Anderson said to approve the subdivision, access and 
parking easements will be required to permit the required on-site parking.  If the 
Board approves the variances to allow the unconsolidation, staff will require the 
applicant to provide a site plan that shows how a total of four vehicles could be 
parked between the two lots and easements will be required to permit this parking.  
Ms. Anderson said letters were sent out to adjoining property owners on March 5, 
the public hearing notice appeared in the March 7 edition of The Beaufort Gazette 
and the property was posted on March 8.  She presented one public comment 
letter from Historic Beaufort Foundation.  Staff recommends that the Board deny 
the side yard setback variance.  Staff also recommends that before the Board 
makes a decision on the lot area variance, the application be presented to the 
Historic Review Board for their input as to appropriateness of the design of the 
carriage house on an independent lot.  
 
Laura Baker, the applicant, was present.  Ms. Baker said consolidation of the lot 
was not a contingency of the sale.  She said people go to the carriage house 
thinking it’s the main structure.  She said the addition and the carriage house were 
supposed to look different than the house.  Ms. Baker said she is trying to get an 
easement from Historic Beaufort Foundation.  Mr. Hill suggested tabling the 
request until we can determine more from Historic Beaufort Foundation.  He said 
perhaps Historic Beaufort Foundation can clarify their position. 
 
Ms. Howard opened the floor for public comment.  There was no public comment.  
Ms. Howard closed the public comment. 

 
Motion:  Mr. Hill made a motion, seconded by Mr. Powell, to table the request so Historic 
Beaufort Foundation and an appraiser can clarify the applicant’s request and the reasons 
for their request.  In addition, the Board requested a copy of the easement. 
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V. Old Business 
  
 No old business. 
 
VI. New Business 
 
 No new business. 
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
 The Meeting adjourned at 6:08 P.M. 
 
 
 


