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For immediate release 

Monday, Feb. 17, 2014 

 

Contact: Scott Dadson, Beaufort City Manager, 843-525-7000 

 

Photos: Close-up of the rubberized matting breaking apart at the Waterfront Park playground; 

Public Works employee Al Amelly tearing up the damaged surface. 

 

Beaufort’s popular Waterfront Park 

playground closed this week for repairs 
 

The playground at Henry C. Chambers Waterfront Park in Beaufort will be closed this week for 

repairs, but is anticipated to re-open in time for the weekend, Beaufort leaders said. 

 

The problem is with the rubber matting designed to make for softer landings when children jump 

or fall from the playground equipment. The material is cracking and breaking apart in chunks, 

compromising the effectiveness of the fall zones, said Isiah Smalls, director of public works and 

facilities management for the City of Beaufort. 

“This is a safety issue. We are working with our City Parks crews and The Greenery to remove 

the defective rubberized matting, and we’ll replace it with a special mulch that should be more 

effective,” Smalls said. 

 

“Weather permitting, our goal is to have the Waterfront Park Playground repaired and open for 

fun by this weekend,” he said. 

 

The new material is an engineered hardwood mulch that costs about $2,500 per 20 cubic yard 

truckload.  The city will use about 40 cubic yards of mulch costing about $5,000, Smalls said.   

 

“With a collaborative effort of City Public Works and the Greenery, we will do all the 

demolition, removal, and disposal in-house, saving a good bit of money,” he said.  The park and 

playground area were renovated and re-opened in December 2006.  The warranty of the 

rubberized surface has expired, Smalls said. 
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The park is located along the Beaufort River at the end of Scotts Street, near the Woods 

Memorial Bridge. It features picnic tables and benches along with playground equipment. 

 

The park will be closed through Friday, Feb. 21 for the work. 

 

END 


