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Duke Street improvements hampered by winter 

rains, gas lines, but headed for May completion 
 

Almost a month’s worth of rain days and gas lines that had to be moved delayed Beaufort’s 

extensive improvements to Duke Street – but city leaders look for a May completion. 

 

The work includes the removal of existing road pavement, sidewalks, utilities and drainage, then 

constructing a new paved road with sidewalks, drainage, landscaping, tree planting, underground 

utilities, brick-paver parking and new streetlights. 

 

The good news is that sidewalk curbing is scheduled to be poured within two weeks, starting 

between Harrington and Church streets.  

 

Storm drain and conduit installation should be completed on the Duke Street block between 

Church and Newcastle streets by March 31, and the project’s remaining sidewalks, curbing, 

streetlight foundations, concrete pavers and irrigation should be done by mid-May, Beaufort 

Interim Public Works Director Lamar Taylor said. 

  

The Duke Street Phase II Streetscape project hit several snags over the past two months for 

several reasons, Taylor said: 

 Contractors encountered major issues with gas mains and had to relocate a six-inch gas 

main from Harrington Street to Church Street and a four-inch gas main was moved on 

Church Street between Duke and Washington streets 

 Workers unearthed an old galvanized water line that needed to be replaced. The Beaufort-

Jasper Water & Sewer Authority installed a new two-inch water line  

 To avoid the expense and time of moving a 16-inch water main between Church and 

Newcastle streets, engineers will add “conflict boxes” to the Duke Street work that will 

allow the streetscape to be built around the large water pipe. 
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The relocation of gas and water lines was needed to make room for new stormwater drainage 

pipes, Taylor said. 

  

In addition to the gas and water line problems, rainy weather hampered work. Since the project 

began in the Fall, the contractor dealt with 24 rain day delays during which none of the work 

could be done.  

 

“The inclement weather has been a big issue for this project,” said David Coleman, Beaufort’s 

senior project manager. “Another challenge for the contractor is that this project fell in the span 

of Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s holidays, when their vendors were closed and 

couldn’t deliver supplies that were needed on Duke Street.”  

 

This is the second phase of streetscape improvements along Duke Street in the Northwest 

Quadrant, which in 2010 was named one of the nation’s 51 “Best Old House Neighborhoods” by 

This Old House magazine. 

 

The area, once a thriving neighborhood originally built by freed slaves just blocks off the 

Beaufort River, fell into disrepair in the 1970s. It became one of Beaufort’s blighted and 

neglected areas until renovations started in earnest in the mid-1990s. Starting in 2009, City 

leaders joined hands with involved area homeowners to remove huge amounts of accumulated 

debris as well as help them remove overgrowth and clean up the blight.  

Since then, there’s been a fairly steady improvement to sections of the Northwest Quadrant, 

notably along Bladen Street and Duke Street. In the past 20 years, the City of Beaufort has 

invested more than $5 million to improve the Northwest Quadrant. 

Area residents with questions or concerns should contact Lamar Taylor at 

LTaylor@cityofbeaufort.org or 525-7054. 
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