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Port Royal apartment saved from fire by building
sprinkler system, four residents lose home

Interior sprinklers extinguished a fire in a unit at Laurel Hill Apartments in Port Royal Saturday,
likely preventing the fire from spreading, Beaufort Fire Chief Sammy Negron said.

However, damage from the fire, smoke and water forced the four apartment residents out of the
unit. The local Red Cross is providing assistance.

At about 2:30 Saturday afternoon, firefighters from the Beaufort-Port Royal Fire Department
responded to a fire call at 1640 Ribaut Road, the Laurel Hill Apartments. Upon arrival, firefighters
found the fire limited to one apartment unit.

“The building’s sprinkler system worked as it is supposed to and extinguished this fire before it had
a chance go grow and spread,” Negron said. “Properly installed and maintained, these types of
automated fire suppression systems save lives and property, and we saw that at this apartment fire.”

Also responding to the blaze were the Port Royal Police and Burton Fire District.
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