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Why a new code? 

1. Update Existing Code 
2. Facilitate the Vision set out in the 

Civic Master Plan 
3. Have coordinated language with 

County & Port Royal 
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The new code is not… 

… A complete overhaul of what we 
currently have 

 
In general, the new code permits most 

of what can currently be done, in  
addition to other things  





T5- DOWNTOWN CORE 
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To implement the goals of  the City’s Comprehensive Plan and more specifically, the vision set out in 
the City’s Civic Master Plan which serves as the framework for the New Code.  

 

Overall Purpose of the Beaufort Code 

•Is easy to read, understand and use;  
•Streamlines the development review process;  
•Makes the outcome of  the development 
process more predictable;  
•Preserves historic, natural and cultural 
resources while promoting appropriate new 
development;  
•Encourages change as envisioned by the Civic 
Master Plan;  

Specific Goal - A document that is: 

•Results in appropriate infill in existing 
developed neighborhoods;  
•Promotes economic development;  
•Supports public capital infrastructure 
investments that have and will be made;  
•Allows opportunities for diverse housing types 
in neighborhoods ripe for change; and  
•Discourages drivable suburban development 
and encourages walkable urban places. 
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To implement the goals of  the City’s Comprehensive Plan and more specifically, the vision set out in 
the City’s Civic Master Plan which serves as the framework for the New Code.  

 

Overall Purpose of the Beaufort Code 

•Eliminate the Historic District Review Board (HRB);  
•Minimize the number of  nonconforming uses or buildings;  
•Make Development more difficult; or  
•Keep things the same. 

The Goals are NOT to: 
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How we got here 

1. Technical Review Committee 
2. Public Process – March 2016 

3. New Draft – April 7 
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How we got here 

Public Process 

15 Meetings 
Over 200 comments 
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Reviewing the Comments 

Review Comment Chart 
 

Review Itemized List 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 1 
• Clarified what is NOT considered development 
• Bolstered standards for covenants 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 2 
• Modified 2.4.1 Transect-Based District Standards 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 



The Beaufort Code, City of Beaufort, SC Planning Department    Update Presentation | April 2016 

Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 2 
• Modified 2.4.1 Transect-Based District Standards 
• Added provisions for phased projects  
• Modified provisions for setbacks to allow them to be more 

similar to surrounding lots in infill situations. 
• Added missing provisions for Bladen Street & Boundary 

Street Redevelopment Districts 
• Modified Cottage Court standards (increased lot size, 

increased green space requirements) to make sure they are 
only able to be done in appropriate sites. 

• Modified Traditional Neighborhood Floating Overlay 
District standards to make them more calibrated. 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 3 
• Modified some uses: 

• Added major vehicle service/repair to T4-NA 
• Removed rowhomes from T3-N 
• Made rowhomes in T4-NA by special exception 

• Modified setbacks for schools in T3 zones 
• Added Home Occupation Type to permit Arts 

Overlay District 
• Added flexibility for drive-thrus 
• Removed section regarding dock regulations 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 4 
• In T3-N conditions for 2/3 Unit Buildings clarified, 

provision for rowhomes removed 
• Modified large footprint building conditions in 

Historic District 
• Made liner building requirements more flexible 
• Modified and clarified some approved materials 
• Clarified language regarding infill in the Historic 

District 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 5 
• Added trees exempt from Specimen and 

Landmark status 
• Added and clarified provisions for maintenance of 

required landscape elements 
• Clarified Tree Root Protection Zone requirements 
• Added buffer requirements between T4 zones and 

T3-N & T4-HN  zones 
• Clarified examples for “fee in-lieu of” mitigation 
• Added standards for residential security lighting 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 6 
• Modified standards for Master Sign Plans in 

developments with 5 or more tenants 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 7 
• Added flexibility for requiring right of way 

elements to be installed by developers 
• Modified requirement for 50% of waterfront lots to 

be open on qualifying new development to make 
it more flexible 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 8 
• Clarified definition of Greenfield vs. Infill 

 

Articles 9-10 
• Minor clarifications and rewording but no 

significant changes 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 11 
• Clarified that single family detached housing is 

exempt from most standards except lighting 
• Clarified non-conforming monument sign rules for 

multi-tenant signs 
• Added provision for non-conforming residential 

security lighting 
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Overview of Code Comments & Changes 

Article 12 
• No changes were made 

 
Article 13 

• Additional definitions were added and will 
continue to be added as needed 
 

Appendices 
• No changes were made; Appendix A & C have 

pending changes which will occur in the next draft 
 



The Beaufort Code 

Information online: 
 

http://www.cityofbeaufort.org/Beaufort-Code.aspx 
 

Here you can find:  
Code Draft & Summary Sheets 
Map Draft & Conversion Chart 

All Public Comments & Responses 
Additional Resources 

Schedule of Meetings & Agendas 
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