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within 500 feet of a proposed B&B in either of these districts. Distances shall be 
measured from the property line.

e. Meals: No meals will be served to anyone other than registered guests, except as 
provided for in Section 3.6.2.C.1.f below. No variances from this condition shall be 
permitted. 

f. Events: Business meetings, receptions, teas, and other events are permitted, 
provided that the events are hosted for registered guests. This shall apply to all B&Bs 
established under the Beaufort Code.

g. Operation: B&Bs shall be operated by a resident manager living on the premises.

2. Short Term Rental

a. Specific to T3-S, T3-N, T4-HN, and all boats regardless of  zoning district: 
Short term rentals, where the owner does not live on the premises, are limited to 6% 
of the lots in the neighborhood as shown on the City of Beaufort Neighborhoods 
Map zoned T3-S, T3-N, and/or T4-HN. Boats used for Short term rentals are 
limited to 6% of the slips in marina. The following exceptions apply: 

i. Structures on the City’s List of Vacant and Abandoned Structures being 
rehabilitated for use as a short term rental; and

ii. Short term rentals are prohibited in The Point neighborhood, as shown on the 
City of Beaufort Neighborhoods Map.

b. Minimum Stay: 2 nights

c. Permitted Rental Types

i. Rental of the primary dwelling

ii. Rental of an accessory dwelling

iii. Rental of a portion of a primary dwelling. 

iv. Rental of a boat in an approved marina.

d. Parking: Parking shall be provided on-site and located to the side or rear of the 
dwelling. On-site parking shall be clearly delineated with an improved surface such 
as pavement, gravel, or another method approved by the administrator. If formalized 
parking is provided on the street(s) adjacent to the primary or accessory unit, this 
may be utilized in lieu of on-site parking.

e. Rental Agreement: The applicant shall provide a copy of the rental agreement that 
will be used. The rental agreement shall specify the following:

i. The minimum stay

ii. The maximum number of guests--which shall be based on the number of beds in 
the unit. For Primary house rentals, the number of adult guests is limited to 2 per 
bedroom. For Carriage House rentals, the total number of adult guests is limited to 4. 

iii. The maximum number of vehicles permitted at the unit--which shall be based 
on the number of bedrooms and the design of the driveway. For Primary house 
rentals, the number of vehicles is limited to 1 per bedroom. For Carriage House 
rentals, the total number of adult guests is limited to 2. 

iv. Where guests are to park. Where no formalized on-street parking is available, the 
agreement shall specify that guests are to park on-site and not in the street.

v. That the City’s noise ordinance applies between 9:00 PM and 8:00 AM
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vi. Prohibit large gatherings such as weddings and reunions unless specifically 
approved by the City

vii. Pets, if permitted, are not to be left outside unattended

f. Property Management Plan: A property management plan shall be developed 
and approved by the administrator. The property management plan shall identify 
a property manager. Where the property owner does not live on the premises, 
the property manager must be available to appear on the premises to respond a 
complaint within three hours of being notified by the administrator. Where the 
property owner lives on the premises, a back-up property manager must be identified 
unless the owner certifies the unit will not be rented when the owner is out of town. 
The administrator shall be notified when management of the unit changes. Failure to 
comply with the approved property management plan shall result in the revocation 
of the zoning permit (Section 9.4).

g. Signs: No on-site signs shall be permitted.

h. Rental Rules: Rental rules, including use of the sanitation and recycling roll-carts, 
and emergency contact information including the police non-emergency number, 
shall be posted in a conspicuous location in the unit.

i. Monitored Fire Alarm: A monitored fire alarm is required for all units except 
boats. Boats are required to provide documentation that a Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Safety Vessel Check has been performed is required. The Vessel Safety Check can be 
arranged through this link: http://www.cgaux.org/vsc. Existing facilities not meeting 
this requirement shall be brought into conformance within 6 months of the date of 
adoption of this code.

j. Outside Approvals Required: For properties located in a neighborhood with a 
property owners’ association, written confirmation from the association president 
that short-term rentals are permitted in the neighborhood is required. In multifamily 
structures, written approval from the property management association is required. For 
boats in an approved marina, written permission from the marina manager is required.

k. Safety Inspection and Licensing: A Safety Inspection shall be conducted before 
the Business License for the facility is issued. The facility shall comply with all 
business license, revenue collection, and health laws of the City of Beaufort, Beaufort 
County and the state of South Carolina.

l. Unlicensed Units: For units that are found to be operating without approval of 
the City, the short term rental application fee shall be $1,000. If the property owner 
chooses not to submit a short term rental application within 60 days of being notified 
by the City of being in violation of the ordinance, a short term rental application 
shall not be approved for a period of 2 years.

3. Inn/Hotel/Motel

a. Specific to T4-N

i. Inns up to 10 rooms are permitted.

ii. Inns with 11-24 rooms are permitted in retail frontage overlay areas.

b. Specific to T4-NA: This use is prohibited.

D. Retail & Restaurants

1. Specific to T4-N only: Except for Animal Hospitals/Kennels, Restaurants and Retail 




