


Did you know?
Motor vehicle exhaust and smoke devices
The Beaufort Police Department has seen a steady increase in complaints concerning loud vehicle noise and speeding within the city. We are also seeing an increase in vehicle modifications that violate South Carolina law. These include headlights and/or running lights, smoke-producing devices and illegal modifications to vehicle suspensions. To help address these issues within the city, officers will begin issuing warnings to first-time violators, and cite those who continue to violate the statutes. 
Also, we are beginning a “Did You Know” informational post on both our Facebook page and our website where we will post specific state statutes addressing a wide variety of topics. 
We encourage you to research South Carolina law prior to making any vehicle modifications to ensure that they do not violate state law. SC Code of Laws governing motor vehicles can be found at:
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/title56.php
SECTION 56‑5‑5020. Mufflers.
Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and annoying smoke and no person shall use a muffler cutout, bypass or similar device upon a motor vehicle upon a highway. The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle shall be so equipped and adjusted as to prevent the escape of excessive fumes and smoke.

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 46‑601; 1952 Code Section 46‑601; 1949 (46) 466.

SECTION 56‑5‑4445. Unlawful to elevate or lower motor vehicle; exception for "pickup trucks".
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a passenger motor vehicle on the highways of this State which has been elevated or lowered either in front or back more than six inches by a modification, alteration or change in the physical structure of the vehicle. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not less than twenty‑five dollars nor more than fifty dollars. Provided, however, this shall not apply to motor vehicles commonly called "pickup trucks".
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